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Review 


New mercies, new blessings, new light on the way, 
New courage, new hope and new strength for the day, 
New notes of thanksgiving, new chords for delight, 

_ New praise in the morning, new songs in the night.—Havergal 


: Cs aoe wish for 1936 is that you have plenty of the best entries 
= 2 to make when casting up accounts: courage, faith, good 
_ stewardship, w work well done, prayer that counts and 
that «good eee feline at the end 
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The Official Leadership Education Course 
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This new series of Leadership Training texts is in 
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MY PREPARATION—(UJUST OUT) 


A Study of the Church Worker and His Preparation 


TING 


General Preparation 
Choosing the Aim 
Selecting the Method 
Preparing the Materials 
Constructing a Plan 


MY WORK 
A Study of the Church Worker and His Work 


TREATING 
My Work through Past Ages 


My Work Today 


Finding My Own Work 
Working with Others 
Looking at the Work Ahead 


MY BIBLE 


A Study of the Church Worker and His Bible 


TREATING 


The Place of the Bible 
The Content of the Bible 
The Truth of the Bible 
The Study of the Bible 
The Use of the Bible 


‘ 


MY PUPILS 


A Study of the Church Worker and His Group 


TREATING 


The Leader and the Pupil 
The Pupil in Worshi 

The Pupil in Study 

The Pupil in Fellowship 
The Pupil in Service 


MY LIFE 


A Study of the Church. Worker and- His Personal Life 
TREATING . > ‘ 


The Pattern of My Life 

The Power of My Influence ; 
The Course of My Development 
The Materials for My Growth 
The Progress of My Life - 
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UT do we always mean what the greeting implies, 
3°: is it an empty, meaningless formality? It 

should not be so. The words should always 
breathe sincerity, and our aim of purpose during the 
new year ought to be to make it a happy one for all. 
Some deed of kindness done for others will make it a 
happy year not only for others but for us as well. 

We are conscious of living in a rapidly changing 
world. No man will attempt to say what changes will 
come about during the twelve months just ahead, for no 
man knows. If we have learned one thing during 1935 
it has been that economic, political and moral conditions 
can and do change; that they are uncertain. 

Our regret is that people have not learned this other 
thing—that the plan of salvation, as laid down by our 
Lord and Master, is unchanging. His words are as 
much alive today as when spoken. His precepts are 
permanent. The goals He set for mankind have not 
been reached. He is the one sure foundation for His 
Church, and His gospel is the one certain, unchanging 
message for all time, 

With this thought uppermost in our minds, is it too 
much to hope that the distinctive achievement of 1936 
will be a growing realization of the value of putting 
spiritual things first and apply ourselves to the enlarge- 
ment of the work and program of the League in the 
interests of Christ’s Church? 

Much has been done, still more to be accomplished 
and if we press forward with that zeal and earnestness 
born of God who can doubt the result? 

Let us pray for strength and courage and patience 
to carry on to success: 

“Our Father, in Heaven, grant us Thy continued help 
during the coming year. May we have greater courage 
in our efforts to battle with the world. 

“May we become stronger soldiers of Christ. May 
our lives be real, our hearts pure, our spirit right. 

“May our social life be elevating; our church life as 
becometh saints. 

“Grant, O Lord, that we may continue in Thy foot- 
steps and bring about a fuller realization of Thy glor- 
ious Kingdom. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 


EPIPHANY 


Follow the Star 
The approaching Epiphany brings to our mind the 
story of the Three Wise Men of the East, who, being 
led by a star, finally arrived at the birthplace of the 
Christ Child. 
As these Wise Men of old were guided by the star 
to the manger cradle, so, also, are we guided to the 


Pappy Lyew Cfrar 


These are the words with which we greet our friends and 
neighbors, at the beginning of the New Year. 
are commonplace, yet expressive of good feeling. 


They 


mercy seat of God, through His divine teachings and 
sacraments. 

Long before the birth of Christ, the prophet Isaiah 
said to his people, “Arise, shine, for thy light is come”. 
Prophecy has now become a reality. Can we wonder 
at the joy of the Wise Men when they realized their 
fondest hope? They were looking for their star of hope, 
and ceased not night nor day to keep their eyes con- 
stantly heavenward. They were so eager to know 
whither it should lead and what should be their final 
result that they were willing to sacrifice all for their 
anxious hope. Every Luther Leaguer should follow 
their chosen star of hope, and not be satisfied until that 
fondest joy is realized in something noble and inspiring 
in life. 

We all live in an age of great enlightenment. Every- 
where is this light shining, yet many who are so wrap- 
ped up in the social pleasures and fascinations of the 
world, fail to comprehend the beauty and brightness of 
Christ, the light of ages. 

A true Luther Leaguer cannot afford to keep his 
eye off his star of hope. He must follow where it leads 
if he would do a noble service for God and humanity 
—that is his work. During the past five years it has 
been our pleasure to watch the progress of the work 
which the Leagues are accomplishing, Each Leaguer 
should rejoice to know that his co-laborers are not idle, 
but are filled with an earnestness and a devotion to 
promote the work of the Church, aiding in many ways 
to fulfill her missions in this sinful world. 

The League is of inestimable value to the Church 
as well as to each individual member of the organiza- 
tion. It is true some of us do not realize the value of 
the educational and social features which the League 
offers to all who became members. As the statistical 
reports came to headquarters from the State and Synod- 
ical Leagues, we observed in a number of the reports a 
decrease in membership. Those who have derived so 
much good and pleasure from the League, cannot but 
feel sorry that their one time associates in the League 
have ceased to continue with them to follow their star 
of hope in League. 

The earnest Leaguer must not grow weary in well 
doing and must not feel discouraged if he cannot do all 
he would desire for the League and the Church. Our 
work and influence which, though not directly manifest, 
may be the means of many others following Christ, the 
Star of Hope. 

May this Epiphany season aid us to say more truth- 
fully “Jesus still lead on, till our rest be won; although 
the way be cheerless, we will follow, calm and fearless; 
guide us by thy hand, to our Fatherland”. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Missions for 1936—Flans from Missionary Secretary 


Start the New Year right, Luther Leaguers! 
January is Missionary month, the time to inspire the 
youth of the Church with the work of the Church. You 
can study, pray, give and go. 

What then shall we study? 
sionary meetings, opportunity is given to study many 
phases of the great missionary plan of our Church. 
Here are the topics for 1936: 


Jan. 26—Missionary Day “Our Christ for Old China” 


At the monthly mis- 


Feb, 23—Latin America Today (Foreign Missions) 
Mar. 29—O ur 
Missions) 


Apr. 26—Our Missions in South America (Foreign 
Missions) 


Church in Puerto Rico (American 


May 31—Our Church in Social Service (Inner Mis- 
sions) 


June 28—Healing Bodies and Winning Souls (Medi- 
cal Missions) 


July 26—The Difference Missions Make 

Aug. 30—Kagawa—Japan’s Christian Crusader 
Oct. 25—My Neighbor, the Jew (Jewish Missions) 
Nov. 29—Christianity and Communism in China 


Then three books are offered for Mission Study 
classes. Choose the one best suited to your League. 
Here they are: 

1. Foreign Missions; (a) Advanced—‘That Other 
America”, John A. Mackay—Cloth $1.00, Paper 
$.60. 

Leaders Guide for Planning Course, Sherman— 
Paper $.25. 


2. Foreign Missions; Elementary—‘The Flying 
Boat”, Robert N. McLean—Cloth $1.00, Paper 
$.60. 

3. Home Missions—‘The Jew and the World Fer- 
ment”, Basil Mathews—Cloth $1.50, Paper $.75. 


Suggestions to Leaders of Study Classes, J. Stuart 
Conning—$.15. 


Hold your class during January and climax it with 
a big open meeting on Missionary Day, Sunday, Janu- 
ary 26th. Give the program prepared for the occasion 
—"“Our Christ for Old China” by Rev. W. J. Ducker of 
Elloree, S. C. You can get copies of this program free 
provided you give the offering to the Tai Tung Chen 
project. And that brings us to giving. 


The Luther League of America adopted this project 
in Convention assembled at Charleston last July. Each 
State has received its share or quota so let us work 
together enthusiastically to raise $10,000.00 for the youth 
of China as we did for India, South America, Puerto 
Rico and Japan. Stir up interest! Study about China, 
the country, the people and our Lutheran work there. 
Use the missionaries who are home on furlough and 
write to the ones on the field. A direct contact means 
much. We have two years in which to give our share. 
Start now! Who will be the first to raise its quota? 
Who will go over the top? Let us then give to this 
and to all of the other causes in which we are interested. 


Don’t forget the Seven Point Program. Keep it 
posted and check each point as it is accomplished. 

Your Missionary Committee is anxious to help and 
serve you. Call on any one of them or the one nearest 
you and you will receive any information or assistance 
you desire. The Committee is as follows: 

1. Miss Winnie Butt, Missionary Secretary of the Luther 

League of America, 29 Warren Street, Charleston, 

Sp (C; 

Mr. Clemens H. Zeidler, President of Mid-West Re- 

gion, President of Luther League of Wisconsin, 504 

N. 33rd Street, Milwaukee, Wis. 

3. Miss Hazel Nannah, Missionary Secretary of Luther 
League of Pennsylvania, Treasurer Pittsburgh Dis- 
trict League, 1251 Third Avenue, Freedom, Pa. 

4, Rev. P. M. Kinports, Executive Secretary, Luther 
League of America, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia. 

5. Rev. R. J. Wolf, Intermediate Secretary, Luther 
League of America, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia. 

6. Miss Brenda Mehlhouse, Junior Secretary, Luther 
League of America, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia. 


WINNIE BUTT, 
Missionary Secretary 


Ww 


Our Ghrist for 
Old €hina— 


The Missionary Service for the Luther 


League of America’s Missionary Day 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 1936 


Prepared by 


REV. WILLIAM J. DUCKER 


Pastor, Trinity Lutheran Church 


Elloree, South Carolina 


For FREE Distribution 


Send your order early to 
The Luther League of America 
Muhlenberg Building 
1228-1234 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia, Penna. 
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FACING OUR OBJECTIVES=Education 


Conference of Dr. C. P. Harry, Educational Secretary of the Luther League 


of America, at the Charleston Convention 


We are beginning the real work of our convention 
this morning on the theme “Youth of the Church Fac- 
ing the World of Today.” I am sure that the hearts of 
all of us were stirred by Dr. Bell’s address in which he 
pointed out the kind of a world we are facing and the 
great opportunity that the youth of the Church have in 
facing the world of today. 

We shall never be able to meet the world of today 
unless we are reasonably educated. Whatever else the 
world of today may be, it is an educated world far more 
than it has ever been in the time of the past. No one 
has a ghost of a chance today, rather in the world today, 
unless he takes advantage of every opportunity he has 
to become educated. Enthusiasm and high ideals are 
important assets, but you can never get anywhere with 
enthusiasm and high ideals unless you know how. ‘The 
way to learn how, is through education. 

The committee that prepared our program should 
be most highly commended in placing education first. 
Without education, we cannot proceed very far. The 
Luther League of America is primarily an educational 
organization. An organization in which through our 
co-operative efforts we educate ourselves under the 
guidance and direction of expert leaders in those things 
that will enable us to be educated as youth of the 
Church in facing the world today, in such a time as 
this. The Luther League of America offers us a fairly 
complete and very rich educational program. 

The most important part of it is the “Topic System.” 
There is not going to be much opportunity this morning 
for us in this large meeting to be able to discuss inti- 
mately how the topics are set up. We are providing 
for that by offering an additional special group on 
Thursday. I might call attention to a few things about 
the topics. They are built on a general plan like this: 
3 topics of each mcnth are related to a monthly theme. 
The reason for that is that we have noticed that fre- 
quently it is impossible to treat a topic adequately in one 
evening. We know that there are some Leagues which 
do not hold meetings each week. Some meet twice a 
month, some only once a month. The fourth Sunday 
is usually a missionary Sunday. If there is a fifth Sun- 
day, we devote it to some special theme of common in- 
terest. That is the kind of monthly themes we are 
giving as the youth of the Church face the world of 
today. Usually we begin each year on something that 
is right and wrong—an ethical topic. 

2nd month—The Bible 
3rd month—-Prayer 

4th month—God 

5th month—Home 

6th month—Work 

7th month—Recreation 
8th month—Education 
9th month—Stewardship 

10th month—Evangelism 

11th month—Church Art 

12th month—Problems of Social Service 

I challenge you to come and give us better ones 


if you can. 


We provide you with abundant helps: 

1—Topics Quarterly 

2—Bible Readings 

3—200 to 300 words about the treatment of the 

topic followed by a series of questions. Activity 

is the time of life. Pacivity is the time of death. 
4—Offer each week a series of selective readings 
5—Luther League Review 

6—The Lutheran 

Second phase of our educational objective is the 
Reading Course. For a good many years we have tried 
to help the Leaguers of the Church know some of the 
best books for our Luther League work. Dr. Harry 
called on Miss Melva Lefelar of New Jersey who gave 
an interesting review of the Reading Course Books for 
1935. 

Dr. Harry continued with saying that ever since 
we have been in the Luther League, we have sought the 
daily use of the Bible. The Executive Committee de- 
cided to recommend that we promote in our Leagues the 
Pocket Testament Movement. This movement is not 
new. It has been going for about 25 years. It has at 
present more than four million members carrying a 
Testament with them and using it every day. ‘The 
Pocket Testament League was begun by a school girl 
who later became Mrs. Chas. Alexander. In the Ameri- 
can Lutheran Conference it is expected that by the 
end of this year (1935), there will be 20,000 girls and 
boys in the Pocket Testament League. Dr. Bell told 
us we should reach out to the other Synods in America 
that in the course of time there might happen to the 
Luther League of America what happened to the three 
general bodies who later merged and formed the U. L. 
C. A. The evangelist says: “The Pocket Testament is 
the T.N.T.” It is one of the most powerful explosives 
known to blast out evil. It is hoped that as part of our 
program we can sign up our young people as members 
of the Pocket Testament League who agree to use the 
Pocket Testament constantly. 

At this point Dr. Harry read a telegram from the 
Norwegian Lutheran Church extending greetings to our 
convention. 

One other great channel of educational opportunity 
is the Luther League Review. The editor of our maga- 
zine is the General Secretary. He was given ten minutes 
in which to tell what he wished about the Review. He 
said, “We need tools to work with in our Luther League. 
In comparison to other church publications, our paper 
has stood up well in face of the depression that has 
come upon us. Rev. Kinports spoke of the Club Plan 
for subscribing to the Review. 

10 or more subscriptions ............$ .90 each 

5 or more subscriptions 1.00 each 

Single copies 1.25 each 

Educational Program of the Intermediate League 

When we know something, it is the desire to express 
it. That is why it is hard to keep a secret. It is ex- 
pressing that which we know. To be merely educated 
without giving any expression to that which we know is 
The Intermediate League holds a most 


almost useless. 


Page Four 


conspicuous place in the general program of the Church. 
It is only second to the Sunday School and in a par- 
ticular way it is even ahead of the Sunday School be- 
cause of the particular group that the Intermediate 
League teaches. The educational part of the Intermedi- 
ate Luther League program is to the development of 
that youngster what the shuttle is in the manufacture 
of cotton garments. The Church recognizes the Edu- 
cational Department of the Intermediate Luther League 
as one of the chief factors in preparing boys anid girls 
for the struggles, temptations, and victories of life. The 
Church recognizes that the battle for boys and girls to a 
large extent is won the day before and the Intermedi- 
ate Luther League and her educational factors are win- 
ning battles for the boys and girls before they are 
fought. What kind of a contribution does the Inter- 
mediate make in an educational way? The educational 
program is filling the souls of youth and setting it afire. 
The man who goes wrong, first of all guessed wrong. 
Wrong thinking is the mother of wrong acting. If we 
think right, we will go right. Through thinking, certain 
convictions are being acted. 


Educational Work Among Juniors 
In the Junior Department we are thinking of re- 
ligious education. By this term we mean education in 
religion as carried on by the Protestant Christian 
churches. We teach the Bible in such a way as to 
bring a personal worship of God. 


A TOPIC ON “PEACE” IN FEBRUARY 
(By Rev. C. P. Harry, D.D., Educational Secretary) 

This is not a prophecy of the end of the Ethiopian 
War. We wish we might prophesy peace in February 
all over the World. Some of our Luther Leaguers are 
intensely interested in peace. One of them wrote in to 
headquarters recently asking that we set aside a day 
quite soon on which the Leagues could consider peace. 
He went further than that—he suggested that we make 
a Dis-Armament Day and asked all Luther Leaguers 
to come out strong for dis-armament. The Luther 
League of America is a loyal organization of the United 
Lutheran Church and since the United Lutheran Church 
has not pronounced for disarmament, the Luther League 
of America does not do that either. 

The executives at headquarters, however, have ar- 
ranged for a special peace topic which will ‘appear in 
the February issue of the Review. One of the fore- 
most army chaplains in the World War will prepare 
the article and a peace program. He knows war. He 
works for peace. He knows his Bible about peace and 
war. Every local League ought to decide now on a day 
in February for peace day. Do not choose February 
16th; that is an important day in the League program 
for another purpose. We would suggest Washington’s 
Birthday or Lincoln’s Birthday. Work up a rally of 
the Leaguers in your Community or sponsor a Peace 
Day for your congregation. Seriously consider peace 
and war in the light of God’s Word. If the next war 
comes soon, Luther Leaguers will be called upon to 
fight it. Let us get clear now on what our duty is to 
be. Learn now rather to fight war, not wait fo fight 
in war, 

“Peace” in February. 
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FEBRUARY 16th, 1936 
(By Rev. C. P. Harry, D.D., Educational Secretary) 

What day is that? That is Pocket Testament Day. 
Another new day! Yes, another new day in the Luther 
League program. A new day to set up a new and more 
vigorous movement among Luther Leaguers. A new 
day for the New Testament in the hands and hearts of 
Luther Leaguers. 

A little over three years ago the young people’s 
Luther League of the Norwegian Lutheran Church be- 
gan to promote the Pocket Testament League among 
their own people. Now 20,000 have signed up. As I 
have traveled about the United States I have been asked 
frequently why does not the Luther League of America 
promote the Pocket Testament League. That set me 
to thinking. I had known the Pocket Testament League 
since 1915 when I joined it. I had met Dr. and Mrs. 
Alexander, the founders of the League, at Northfield, 
Mass. that year. 

The Pocket Testament League is to help young 
Christians to use the Bible daily. Note that word USE 
—to use the Bible for themselves, reading a chapter or 
more, meditating and praying over it for personal spirit- 
ual growth and vigor—‘Direction and dynamic from 
the Word of God”; 

To use the Bible for others, winning them to Christ 
“Faith cometh by hearing the Word of God” (Romans 
1OETZ): 

Every local Luther League should get ready for 
Pocket Testament Day February 16th. The Charleston 
Convention adopted the Pocket Testament League move- 
ment as our Bible reading plan. : 

Order your application blanks and your fillers for 
your Luther League manual telling all about the Pocket 
Testament League and how to promote it. 

Orders for literature on this project will not be 
filled before January 25, 1936. 

There will be more in the February issue but begin 
to get ready now. 

“Holding fast the faithful Word” (Titus 1:9). 
“Holding forth the Word” (Philippians 2:16). 
That is the Pocket Testament League motto and 


challenge. 


THE WHOLESOME USE OF EMOTIONS 
IN COLLEGE EVANGELISM 


Speaking before the National Lutheran Educational 
Conference last January at Atlanta, Professor J. A. Dell, 
of Capital University Seminary, gave valuable sugges- 
tions on this vital subject: 

1. Do not fail to respect the emotional habits and 
fashions of the young persons with whom we deal. 

2. Let the emotional appeal be made indirectly 


rather than directly. Do not deliberately try to be 
emotional. 


3. Do not forget to appeal to the heroic in youth 
with the challenge that is inherent in all great living. 
4. Teach everything warmly, being sure that there 
is an emotional accompaniment to every thought that 
is commensurate with the size of the thought. 


5. Avoid the display of emotions that are not 
genuine, 
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FOREIGN MISSION TIME 


_ Attention youth of the Church! While we like to think of missions all of the year as a natural part of our 
Christian life and experience, our attention is especially called at this time of the year to the work and needs 
of our Foreign Mission Board. How appropriate that at the beginning of another year we should renew our in- 
terest and reconsecrate ourselves to this important phase of Christian activity. : 

i 1s important that each of us should acquaint our selves with the work that is being 
non-Christian peoples and the methods being used in making Jesus Christ a reality in the 

The Church is depending upon us to devote our efforts to give liberally to help raise the general benevo- 
lence of the Church and so benefit all the work of the Church in its various departments. At the same time 
the income to the Foreign Mission Board from the C hurch is inadequate to meet the needs of the field, so 
the United Lutheran Church has given permission to the Board of Foreign Missions to ask for a special offer- 
ing from each church and Sunday School during the Epiphany season for the cause of Foreign Missions. 


accomplished among 
life of these people. 


; ; : 7 : : ; ee Sale ieee : 
We urge all our young people to take an active interest in the observance of Foreign Mission Day in your 
congregation, participate in ; 


the services and give gener ously a gift of prayer and money. 


PRAYER 

Prayer is the source of missionary power, the source 
of spiritual vitality and power of any Christian move- 
ment. Our hope and confidence in this enterprise of 
world wide missions are chiefly placed, not in the 
strength of the organization; not in the number and 
power of the missionary force; not in the fullness of 
the treasury and material equipment; not in the achieve- 
ments of the past; not in the method and agencies; not 
in the brilliancy and popularity of the leaders of the 
missionary movement at home and abroad—nor on the 
policies and plans. On none of these things do we rely 
principally for it is ‘not by might, nor by power but by 
My Spirit, saith the Lord of Hiosts”. The source of any 
spiritual movement is God and the energies of God are 


y, 


AS wrielXpl\ 


‘TH0 MANY APPEALS 


\ 


VA 


Vi 


OTHER 
ABILLIONS 
FOR YACHTS, 
| PLEASURE CARS, 
PALATIAL HOMES, 
AND CLUBS, 
FINE CLOTHES] 


BLED WHITE 


"CANT GIVE 
ANOTHER 
CRN 


LUXURIOUS 
FOODS, released in answer to Prayer—Dr. John R. Mott. 
RADA “Go ye into all the world”’,—can you hear those 


JETC.EIC. ETC. 


words of the Master spoken years ago? Perhaps eleven 
people heard them when they were spoken, perhaps five 
hundred. It has been sounding all down the ages, 
Many people heard it. Listen—can’t you hear that kind 
voice, yet with a.positive note stying ‘““Go ye into all 
the world’? All the world means everywhere, not only 
to far off China and Japan, but in your own church. 

Perhaps for many reasons you cannot go to the 
foreign field. Perhaps you do not have a large amount 
of money to give. But you can offer daily prayer for 
those who have gone and for the advancement of His 
work in all the world. The least we can do is to live 
a life dedicated to God and His work. Then having 
done that you have answered the command, Go Ye, 
Knowing also that He says “Lo, I am with you always”, 
we can say with Christina Rossetti, 


JEWELRY 
$228,000,000 


PERSONAL 


ADORN MENT 
$515,000,000 


TRAVE 
9 750, 000,0 


YUM 


MAXKC 


\ AMUSEMENTS 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
The Executive Committee of the Luther League of 
America will meet January 20, 21 and 22, 1936 in the 
Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Pa. Any communi- 
cations or business for attention of the Executive Com- 
mittee should be addressed at once to Rev. Paul M. 


WELFARE AND 
CHARACTER 
BUILDING 
$557,000,000 


SMOKING 
$1,250,000,000 Ee 
CHURCHES 
AND CHURCH 


ENEVOLENCES 
551,000,000 


WHA IS BASTC 
IN OUR CIVILIZATION? 


Kinports, Executive Secretary of the Luther League of 
America. 


ATTENTION LUTHER LEAGUERS 


The Reading Course and Topics Pamphlets for 1936 
are ready for distribution. Copies can be obtained by 
writing Headquarters 


The Luther League of America 


Muhlenberg Building Philadelphia, Penna. 
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NEW YORK STATE FLYING SQUADRON 
AT WORK 


In the Fall of 1934 New York State League estab- 
lished the custom of sending members of its Executive 
Committee of a tour of visitation throughout the State. 
This year only one member was able to make the entire 
trip, the Extension Secretary, Rev. Norman M. Schlegel. 
The trip was begun in the City of Buffalo. The Western 
District Luther League was holding a week-end confer- 
ence at Camp Palestine, Dunkirk, on September 7th and 
8th. Part of that program was devoted to a study of 
state-wide plans for the year. In addition many per- 
sonal and small group conferences were held during the 
period. 


On Monday morning, September 8th the “solo Flier” 
moved on to Rochester where a meeting was held that 
evening with a group from the Genesee Valley District. 
Tuesday morning—on to Syracuse where the Syracuse 
District gathered to discuss their league problems and 
hear of the new state plans. Wednesday evening a large 
group gathered in Holy Communion Church, Utica, mem- 
bers of the Mohawk Valley District. On Thursday 
evening the Eastern District group met in Albany. Prior 
to the “take off” of the Flying Squadron the Districts of 
Metropolitan New York had held an officers conference 
with the Flying Squadron during the sessions of the 
Leadership School at Stony Brook. 


Three thitfgs were stressed during this trip. First, 
the intensive extension campaign launched by the State 
League at the Rochester Convention. Second, the deep- 
ening of the devotional life of the local league through 
better devotionals and more carefully planned programs 
—the state announcing the forthcoming issue of “The 
Worker’s Manual of the Luther League of New York 
State” and suggesting its careful and frequent use. Third, 
the first emphasis on the new Missionary Objective of 
the Luther League of America. At each meeting a 
small bank collected New York State’s first pennies for 
the Objective. In addition to this three-fold program of 
the state much time was spent in the discussion of local 
league problems and efforts made to help solve them. 


Reports received since the return of the Squadron 
are highly encouraging. One league reports an increase 
in membership of 125% due, they claim, to the enthusiasm 
and help received in the discussions that accompanied 
the visit. Another league reports already having raised 
one-sixth of its share of the China Project entirely 
through voluntary offerings. Another league reports the 
most serious, most carefully planned Devotional Com- 
mittee meeting in its history. One leaguer remarked 
“T have received enough material tonight to plan weekly 
programs for two years to come’.’ 


In addition to talk the Flying Squadron had with it 
about 15 posters depicting the work of the league, the 
China Project and snapshots of Leadership Conferences, 
State Conventions and of Charleston, also about 100 
pieces of literature secured from the various Boards of 
the Church, materials that would be of value in building 
programs. 


In each City local members of the State Executive 
Committee assisted in developing the program. 
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THE 1936 READING COURSE 
(By Rev. C. P. Harry, D.D., Educational Secretary) 

Everybody believes in reading good books. Not 
everybody lives up to their faith. It is a bit hard to 
know just what books to read. There are so many, 
they have such fine covers. So many of them are a dis- 
appointment or worse inside. 

The books of the Luther League Reading Course 
have been selected with care. We are sure that if you 
read these books you will be reading books which you 
will like to keep and which will be of permanent value 
to you. We have grouped them in five headings cover- 
ing five different types of books. One book selected 
from each of the five headings constitutes the standard 
Luther League Reading Course. 

We have included several books under each heading 
both for opportunity to vary the course and also to 
bring to the attention of Leaguers more than one book 
under each heading. Watch this column for reviews of 
the books of the Reading Course. One or more brief 
reviews will appear each month. Get the books of your 
selection promptly and begin reading at once. 


ATTENTION LUTHER LEAGUERS 


The Reading Course and Topics Pamphlets 
for 1936 are ready for distribution. Copies can 
be obtained by writing Headquarters 


The Luther League of America 
Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR YOUR 
DEVOTIONAL LEADERSHIP 

“What do you get out of your Luther League?” an 
interested young man asked his girl friend. She shrugged 
her shoulders and smiled and said, “Oh! not a great 
deal.” Because he was really interested he said to her, 
“Don’t you believe you get just as much out of your 
League as you put into it?” There is an adage, “In 
giving a man receives more than he gives, and the more 
is in proportion to the thing given.’ Then let us give 
of our very best effort and a goodly share of our time. 

To be a good leader in a devotional meeting we 
must needs have “A sincere Christ-centered ptayer life.’ 
“A true leader,’ a young Leaguer writes, “must endeavor 
with Christ's help, to lead a life worthy of emulation, 
‘fleeing youthful lusts,’ and like young Timothy ‘follow- 
ing after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience 
and meekness’.” 

A devotional meeting should be conducted decently 
and in order. Every meeting “should seek to secure 
inner growth among its members, by studying the great- 
est value with enthusiastic participation.” Definite ques- 
tion or discussion assignments in advance will further 
stimulate preparation and aid in organizing the study 
program. ? 

We must adapt the program to the local situation. 
Certain topics are very difficult to discuss because they 
do not fit into our situations of life. Should this be the 
case in your League “work diligently for the time when 
your group can fall in line with thousands of other 
Leaguers. In the meantime seek God’s guidance in 
building your program,” 

—OHIO LEAGUER 
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Intermediate Department=Out One! Into Another! 


Ten Junior and Twenty-two Intermediate Luther Leaguers in Graduation Service at Lutheran 


Church of the Redeemer, Buffalo, N. Y., October 20, 1935. By Secretary R. J. Wolf 


; It was the.writer’s privilege to attend and take part 
in this important and impressive graduation service. The 
title of the article tells “the who, the where, and the 
when.” “The what,” or the program, is our uppermost 
concern here. Of it we can most easily and quickly 
say, “What a Program!”—not said in depreciation of, 
but in highest praise and merit. Never have we been 
witness to anything quite like it within the youth ranks 
of a single congregation. 


That the participating graduates and not the writer 
be heard, we now invite you to follow the program 
through from beginning to end. Our only regret is that 
lack of space compels deletions from most all the ad- 
dress, and “total eclipsing” of one—that by Rev. R. J. 
Wolf. But Robert doesn’t mind. 


The Program 
Processional Hymn: ‘Onward, Christian Soldiers” 


Prayer 2 = a 2 g - Rey. Robert J. Wolf 
Introductory Remarks - - - - - John Staby 
. : President, Senior League 
Scripture Reading: Luke 2:41-52 
Essay: “What the Junior League Has Done For Me” 
Pauline Jennejahn, President of Junior Luther League 


The Junior Luther League was organized on January 26, 1933. 
There were eight present. Business meetings were held the first 
week of every month. At our devotional meetings we studied the 
regular topics, the Juniors taking turns in leading. During our 
work meetings we made dolls for Puerto Rico and Japan. We 
worked on program covers for the Rochester and Utica State Conven- 
tions. Three of our Juniors wrote essays on the books in our read- 
ing course. We made a scrapbook on the Churches of Buffalo, for 
which we won an award at the National Convention. Peep houses 
were made also. We made forty-five valentines, and fifty Easter 
baskets filled with candy eggs and chocolate rabbits for crippled 
children. Each of us made a scrapbook on the life of Martin 
Luther. We also made books and maps on Africa. Eunice Tucker 
represented New York State at the National Convention in the 
Story Telling Contest. The Junior Luther League has helped me 
to develop leadership and to a better spiritual and social life. I 
also learned to prepare and appreciate the topics. As an Inter- 
mediate I shall practice what I learned in the Junior Luther League. 


Presentation of Juniors - - - Miss Bertha M. Hein 
Superintendent of both Junior and Intermediate Leagues 

Salutatory: ‘““What the Intermediate Luther League Stands For” 
Bernard McCoy, President of Intermediate Luther League 


The Luther League is not so much an organization as it is a 
program. It is a program of Christian expression and practical 
training. Any form of organization or meeting that will teach boys 
and girls to offer public prayer, read the Bible daily, discuss Chris- 
tian ideas publicly, and develop a spirit of personal piety is Luther 
League work. An organization should never be effected for the 
sake of merely having an organization. The motive should always 
be placed upon the opportunities that such an organization offers. 
But for the moment, let us forget about motives and what things 
should be done. You, who are parents of the Leaguers, and those 
of you who do not attend the Luther League, would probably like 
to know something about this organization called the Intermediate 
Luther League. 

It is an organization of boys and girls of the teen age, bound 
by friendship. Each and every Leaguer has pledged to do his 
part in making his Leegue absolutely the best. They are not satis- 
fied until this has been accomplished and will stop at nothing until 
they have succeeded in this purpose. 

The object of the Intermediate Luther League is to give ad- 
vanced training in the objectives of the Senior League, namely: 
Education, Life Service and Missions; to promote friendship of the 
boys and. girls of the church and community; to teach them to 
apply Christian principles to daily living; to. prepare them for 
promotion into the Senior Luther League. 

The Intermediates stick to what is known as the Sixteen Point 
Program. To live up to this program a Leaguer must attend 
church and Sunday School regularly; read the Bible daily; give some 
definite personal service to the church and community; contribute 
to the missionary objectives, and read the Reading Course books. 
The League itself is obliged to increase its membership at least ten 
per cent during the year. This is, of course, to widen the radius of 
the Luther League activity. ; 

The Intermediate Department also teaches the boys and girls to 
be loyal to the church, first of all, next to be loyal to one another 
and third to be loyal to the League and its constitution. The 
League teaches the boys and girls to become independent, helpful and 
to have initiative in planning programs and to become leaders. There 
are many of us who when we first joined the League, were bashful 
and unresponsive. Now, after three or four years of League work, 
we are real leaders. We are no longer afraid to lead a meeting, no 
matter how large an attendance there may be. We are the back- 
bone of the Intermediate League of Redeemer Church and I dare 
say will show the Seniors that we have not fallen down on the job. 


Essay: “The Life of Martin Luther’ = Miss Ruth B. Styers 
Treasurer, Intermediate Luther League 
(Miss Styers’ paper was very fine. The life of the great Re- 
former was_ touched and commented upon by her at all important 
points, proving the painstaking efforts exerted by the author. To de- 
lete one sentence from Miss Styers’ paper would rob it of its con- 
tiuity. However, one paragraph in which is summed up the achieye- 
ments of Luther is printed herewith.—Editor.) 


“Luther’s books had caused a new religion to spring up, one 
of faith and not merely of works. He restored Church song so that 
people might praise God. He abolished the sale of indulgences, the 
worship of saints, images and relics, processions and pilgrimages, 
and masses for the dead. He introduced the use of the German 
tongue in public worship, and did away with meaningless cere- 
monies. The order of service was translated into the language of 
the people. The Lord’s Supper was given to the laity. He wrote 
the Large and Small Catechisms, and many Christian hymns, the 
most popular one being ‘““A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.’ Luther 
gave attention to the general education of the young, and may be 
claimed as the founder of the public school system.” 


Class History - - = = 2 Arline I. Beier 
Secretary of the Intermediate Luther League 


On Friday, October 14, 1932, a great event took place at Re- 
deemer Church, which we hope will go down in the records and 
annals of the Church, and this was the organization of an Inter- 
mediate Luther League. It began with fifteen enthusiastic mem- 
bers. We were told of the religious, social and political functions 
of the League. In speaking of political we do not mean the usual 
phase of the word. By political we mean the organization of com- 
mittees: some to govern socials, others devotional meetings, mem- 
bership and Life Service. We were told of the Sixteen Point 
Program and agreed to follow it. 
Our activities were an outgrowth of this enthusiastic begin- 
ning. Besides the regular elections, meetings both business and 
devotional, and the various socials, we have endeavored to follow 
another Sixteen Point Program through the years. I have named 
it “The Never Ending Beginning.’ Our activities were as follows: 
1. Contributions to various organizations: National, State and Dis- 
trict Leagues. 

2. Sewing of Christmas Stockings, each year, filling and delivering 
them to the Old Folks at our Lutheran Church Home. 

3. Our Hobby Collection. 

4, Attendance and assistance at Easter Dawn Services. 

5. Numerous representatives at National, State and District Con- 
ventions. 

6. Socials and Devotionals to which we invited other Leagues. 

7. Presentation of various plays and Religious Dramas. 

8. Contributions to, and filling and delivering Thanksgiving baskets 
to the needy. 

9. Inauguration of a Membership Campaign. 

10. Seasonal Parties and Socials. 

11. Attended other Churches for meetings. 

12. Sold Church Year Calendars and Candy Easter Eggs to help 
our Treasury along. 

13. Joint Sessions with the Juniors and Seniors of our Church. 

14. Co-operated with the District League Roller Skating Party. 

15. We sang in our Sunday School Choir. ; 

16. We made contributions to our own Church and have aided in 
decorating the Church for special services. 

I believe that we have successfully followed the program of the 
Intermediate Luther League: the Devotional, Educational, Physical 
and Social, but above all the Spiritual programs, and_we feel that 
we are now fully equipped to take our places in the Senior Luther 
League and the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer. 

Song: ‘Intermediate Rally Hymn” 
Valedictory: “Out of the Intermediates Into the Seniors” 
David W. Stewart, Vice-President, Intermediate Luther League 


Out of the Intermediate Luther League into the Senior Luther 
League! Yes, friends, we have come to the climax of a long and 
happy series of events. 

Something has been created within us. 
“Go on.” | 

As Redeemer Intermediates, we have tried to live up to the 
Sixteen Point Program. We have never shirked any of the League 
activities, and I think that you will agree after having listened to 
our history that we can rate our group among the highest of all 
Intermediate Leagues. : 

The Intermediate League is very important, for at this age the 
boys and girls will respond to sympathetic and understanding leader- 
ship. The Intermediate League is also a great opportunity for the 
teaching of the principles and practices of Christian worship. It 
helps in bringing worshipful impressions and experiences to young 
people, for at this age the boys and girls are sincere and in earnest 
and are apt to regard impressions as sacred. F 

The Luther League knows no purpose or reasons for its exist- 
ence, other than to help instil the ideal of Jesus Christ into the 
lives of youth. Therefore, we who have had this opportunity are 
going to set the example by being faithful, loyal and consecrated 
Leaguers and Christians. “Actions speak louder than words,’’ so do 
not fail to realize that in the service of Christ it is comsecration we 
need far more than loud demonstrations and so-called “Pep. ; 

I am trying to impress upon your minds the fact that life de- 
cisions are made early in life. Statistics show that the first im- 


A something that says, 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


First row at bottom are Junior Leaguers (left to right): Edna Elaine Scott; Virginia M. 
Betty Scott; Arlene 
Second row (Intermediates, Pastor and Parish Worker): Mabel D. Knight; 
Betty H. Swartz; Sylvia Kovic; Ruth H. Geiger; Jean E. Styers; Rev. J. Sahner Blank, 
Junior and Intermediate 
Leaguers; Marion E. McCoy; Allean L. Fix; Thelma Knight; Evelyn S. Fix; Sylvia 
Third row: P. Walter Staley, Jr.; Fred D. Kener; David 


Retzlaf; Pauline B. Jennejahn; Eunice A. Tucker; Helen J. 
C. Betz. 


Pastor; Arline I. Beier; Bertha M. Hein, Superintendent, 


A. Booth; 
W. Stewart; Bernard R. 


Ruth B. Styers. 
McCoy. 


pulses toward life decisions are made before the sixteenth year, and 
our Intermediate group ranges from fourteen to eighteen years. ; It 
is just another evidence of the importance of the Intermediate 
Luther League, for the boys and girls of the post-confirmation age 
need a place in the Church, as this is the age period when so many 
boys and girls have a feeling that they have graduated out of the 
Church rather than into the Church. 


Talk: ‘‘What the Seniors Expect of the Intermediates’’ 
John Staby, President, Senior Luther League 


At graduation it is customary to talk about the ambitions and 
plans of the Graduates, but let us view the picture from the other 
side for a moment—‘‘What the Seniors Expect of the Intermediates.” 


The Seniors expect several things: first, loyalty to the Luther 
League Program of Education, Life Service and Missions. By loy- 
alty, I mean, taking an active part im each of these activities and 
to make suggestions for improvement. 


You will be given greater responsibility in the development of 
devotional programs and assisting with our social programs. You 
will be called upon for more financial assistance than you were 
called upon in the Intermediate Department. For some this may 
mean sacrificing some pleasure, but it can be done and must be 
done if the Luther League is to survive. 


You will have to shoulder the responsibility of carrying out 
the church work of Life Service. This is the service of God with 
and throughout your whole life. 


You as Intermediates are the springtime of youth that must 
and will bring new life into the Senior organization. You are the 
evergreens that will color the landscape of the Luther League of 
Redeemer Church for the next few years. 

_ The Senior League is the place where you will have to start 
taking on active responsibility with regard to the various church 
Positions that must be filled, such as Sunday School teachers and 
Church ushers. 

You_have been followers for four years, now you are to be 
leaders. The Seniors expect you to meet this challenge with de- 


Vose; 


Mr. John Staby, 
President, Senior 
Luther League 


termination in your hearts. There may be times when programs 
will not be so very interesting nor, successful, League acquaintances 
will hurt your feelings, or you will feel that you are not capable 
of performing the task assigned to you, but just remember that you 
have set your hands on the oars of the Senior League row boat. 
Pull with all your might, and you will achieve spiritual success. 


This is what the Seniors hope for and expect from Inter- 
mediates. 
Reception of Graduates - - - - 
Prayer by Rev. Wolf 
Address: ‘‘Adventuring With Christ’’ - - 
Offering and Offertory 

All things come from Thee, O Lord 

And of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen. 
Hymn: “O Christians Leagued Together” 


Comments 


In reading the above did you keep in mind who the 
authors were? They were boys and girls, ages twelve 
to eighteen, schooled in the Church. Had you enjoyed 
the privilege of associating with these thirty-two young 
people and hearing their spokesmen as did the writer 
you would be as praiseworthy of them as he. They 
were a clean-cut, clever, courteous and consecrated body 
of boys and girls, well worth the love and loyalty of 
parents, pastor and parish worker. To these, their eld- 
ers, we likewise pay our highest esteem. May all 
churches, like Redeemer, capitalize its youth in similar 
enobling living and service. Now go back and re-read 
this article to catch a fresh impetus and inspiration from 
the lips of truly Christian youth. 


Mr. John Staby 


Rev. Wolf 


Cy 


WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE INSPIRATIONAL 
AND EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE 


Mid-West Regional Conference 
LUTHER LEAGUE of AMERICA 
CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 


North Second and West Clarke Streets 
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


June 21-23, 1936 


For further details, address your communication to 


CLEMENS H. ZEIDLER, President 
502 Century Building, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


i 


enwrem 


MISS DOROTHY SCHAEFER, Secretary 
1511 North 52nd Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
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Junior Department 


Calendar For January 
1. Use the January Junior Topics (in Review) on 
The Story of Our Bible 
2. Use the Junior Topics 
Bible Was Written” 
3. Get “The Three Cornered Continent” (one of 
the Reading Course Books): 
circulate among the Juniors 
have Juniors dress a doll in South Ameri- 
can costume 
send in by January 30 
4. Celebrate “Missionary Day” with the Seniors— 
help with a program on China 


Booklet—‘“How Our 


Dear Leaguers: 
Activities of the Juniors 

It is hard work to keep up with the Junior Leaguers. 
Their activities are so numerous, and they are so busy 
with one project after another, that we cannot report 
all they are doing. 

In October they studied “Jumping Beans” and 
“Over the Mexican Border,’ two books on Mexico, and 
during the study made Mexican Houses. An award for 
the best one received by November 30 was made. 

During November, the “big” event was Nation Wide 
Junior Rally Day, on November 2, when a program was 
simultaneosly given through the Luther League of 
America by all the Juniors. 

In December, the Juniors were busy planning gifts 
for the nearest old folks’ or orphan home, and prepar- 
ing a white gifts program. 

As this is written November 7, we cannot give com- 
plete reports on these events, as news is just beginning 
to come in. 


January Topics 

For January, the Juniors will start the new year 
well by being equally busy. They complete one thing, 
to start another. 

The topics for January will be on “How ‘We Got 
Our Bible.’ Use the topics in the Review. Get the 
Junior Topics Booklet, “How Our Bible Was Written” 
—5 cents, and use some of the plans suggested there. 
Have the Juniors make a scrapbook on the beginnings 
of the Bible. Teach them the value of the book, and 
to use it daily. 


South America 


In January, the Juniors will also study a most 
fascinating book, “The Three Cornered Continent”’— 
one of the Reading Course books—on South America. 
We are sure they will enjoy it. 

While they are studying this book, the Juniors will 
dress dolls in South American costume. For the best 
South America doll received by January 30, there will be 
awarded a book on South America, a Picture Sheet of 
South America, and a Picture Map. Who will win 
this award? 
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China Objective 

During January, they will begin work on our new 
China objective. On “Missionary Sunday”—January 26 
—when the Seniors stress China, the Juniors may help 
in the program. Then in February they will them- 
selves celebrate “Junior China Day,” with a program 
all their own. For these meetings a mimeographed 
pamphlet of suggestions and plans entitled “Ling Tei 
Invites You to China” will be available. Order this at 
once—10 cents. While the Juniors work for the objec- 
tive, they will study the book, “Ling Yang.” 


Two Juniors of 
St. Stephen’s, 
Lancaster, as 
they dramatized 
stories from 
“Ling Yang” 


Pocket Testament League 
The Luther League of America will inaugurate the 


Pocket Testament League during January. The Juniors 
will have a share in this. 

This means a continuance of their daily Bible read- 
ing plans, with the addition that each Junior is to carry 


with him his Testament. 


Therefore get the daily Bible readings for the first 
half of the year, “Pictures and Promises of the Coming 
One,” for each Junior (2 cents each). 

See that each Junior has a Testament. The one 
especially prepared is priced at 50 cents. If you have 
some Juniors without Testaments of their own, and wish 
a cheaper edition, write to the American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York City, for prices. 

See that your Junior League is part of this move- 
ment. We reported at Charleston an average of over 
two thousand Junior daily Bible readers each year. Let 
us increase this. 

Your State Educational and Junior Secretaries have 
been sent material to promote this part of our work. 
Get in touch with them if you need more information. 


In June you will be asked to report how many of 
your Juniors are members of the Pocket Testament 
League (carrying their own Testament with them, read- 
ing the Bible every day). How many will you report? 


Little Leaguers 

The Little Leaguers start a brand new series of 
topics or stories in January, the beginning of a four 
year plan for them. 

If you have no provision especially for the litile 
folks under eight, start a group now, report it to Head- 
quarters, and use this series of lessons—the material will 
appear month by month in the Review. (The Little 
Leaguers programs appear on page 15.) 


Junior Institute 
While the Juniors are thus busy, the leaders are by 
no means idle. Such a program calls for consecrated 
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leadership. And for training. Therefore all workers 


with children make note of this announcement: 


a 
Eleventh Annual Junior Luther League Institute 


At Headquarters, Saturday, February 15, 1936 
9 o'clock 


For all Junior workers, all interested in chil- 
dren, pastors, State, District and Local Senior 
officers and Secretaries, and all Seniors who should 
be interested in the Junior Department. 

en 


Mark the Date on Your Calendar 
An interesting program is being prepared. Last 
year, celebrating our tenth anniversary as an institute, 
we had the best program ever attempted. This year 
we hope to make it even better. There will be no long 
addresses, but discussions, question box, and a practical 


program. Come! 


State Junior Institutes 

On September 10, the Ohio Leaguers held a State 
Workers’ Conference in Fourth Church, Springfield. 
Under the direction of Mrs. Paul Miller, State Junior 
Secretary, practical problems and plans were discussed. 
Organization, Reading Course, missionary plans, were 
particularly considered. A share of attention was also 
given to the next national convention to be held in 
Springfield. 

We also note that in Ohio— 

The Junior Department was presented at the con- 
vention of the Eastern Conference Luther Leagues, held 
in Niles, on November 8 and 9; 

The Canton-Youngstown Federation at one of their 
recent meetings was favored with a model meeting and 
special music by Salem Junior League, directed by 
Betty Hinkle. The Tuscarawas Federation Juniors re- 
cently held a rally. 

The New Jersey Junior workers met in Holy Trinity 
Church, Elizabeth, on October 29, for a Junior institute, 
planned by Miss Nola Seiss, State Junior Secretary. 
There were informal discussions on proper celebration 
of Christmas, the Reading Course, the topics, Mexico, 
China, daily Bible reading, organization and promotion. 
There was a large display of Junior material, and a 
feature was the Mexican material and Japanese garden 
to be sent to shut ins by North Plainfield Juniors. 

Pennsylvania, instead of one State Junior Institute, 
had the Junior Department presented to the entire gath- 
ering at each of the Departmental Conferences held in 
Clearfield and Harrisburg. Mrs. Ralph Swavely, State 
Junior Secretary, presented the work, and stress was 
placed on extension work. All parts of the program 
were presented and thirteen of the eighteen districts 
were contacted. Forward steps were planned. 

Which State will be next with a state institute? 


Nation Wide Junior Rally Day 

On November 2 the Juniors everywhere rallied to- 
gether in celebration of their annual rally day. This 
year the program suggested was one on the Luther 
League itself, to be given for the benefit of the Seniors 
to show them the work of the Juniors, Reports are ag 
beginning to come in, so we cannot report in full, but 
we know some fine rallies were held. 
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We have space to tell of but one or two, whose re- 
ports we have received. They are a sample of the work 


the Juniors are doing. 
Every year since the plan of Nation Wide Junior 


Rally Day was inaugurated the Juniors of the Berks 
District, in Pennsylvania, under the untiring leadership 
of Mrs. Ralph G. Swavely, have had the honor of hav- 
ing the largest rally. We are pleased to report their 
program this year again, attended by over 250 Juniors: 


Berks District Junior Rally 


Hymn: “I Think When I Read That Sweet Story of Old” 

Prayer: Master Johm Frederick, Grace, Reading, Junior Luther 
League ‘ 

Hymn: “The Childhood of Our Church’ ; ‘ 

Poem: “The Child In the Midst’”—-Three Juniors, St. Mark’s, 
Birdsboro 

Junior Luther League Rally Hymn ; : 

Greetings: Master George Fehr, Jr., Grace Little Leaguers, Reading 

Exercise: ‘‘What the Junior Luther Leagues Are Doing”—Juniors 
of St. Paul’s and Alsace, Reading ‘ 

Exercise: “Our Educational Department’—Juniors of Peace, River- 
side, and Redeemer, Reading : 

Chorus: ‘‘Schoenster Herr Jesus’’—Elias, Newmanstown, Juniors 

Exercise: ‘““Our Motto”’—Juniors, Hope, Reading 

“Our Missionary Department’—Juniors, St. Luke’s and St. Mark’s, 
Reading 

Offering—Hymn: “We Give Thee But Thine Own” ~ 

Musical Selections: Little Leaguers Rhythm Orchestra, Alsace, 
Reading 

“Our Life Service Department’: Juniors from Shillington, Grace and 
Advent, West Lawn 

Greetings from the National Junior Secretary, Miss Brenda L. 
Mehlhouse 

Exercise: ‘““Luther’s Coat of Arms’’—Juniors of St. John’s, Mohnton 

Greetings from Pastors Present 

Roll Call 

Lord’s Prayer and Benediction 


We wished during every minute of the program that 
every Senior Luther Leaguer could have heard it all. 

From Brooklyn (N. Y.) District comes word of their 
rally on the same day. This was held in St. Stephen’s 
Church, and centered around Bible reading: 


Hymn: ‘Praise Him, Praise Him” 

Psalm 100 

Prayer: Covenant Junior - 

Scripture Lesson: “Our Elder Brother’s Will,’ St. Andrew’s Junior 

Hymn: “Jesus Loves Me, This I Know’’ 

Greetings from Pastor of St. Stephen’s Church 

Exercise: “Our Luther League Aims,” St. Stephen’s Juniors 

Exercise: “Books of the Bible,’? Covenant Juniors 

Exercise: ‘“‘Twenty-eight Miles For a Bible,’ St. Andrew’s Juniors 

Address: The English Bible—Rev. S. Hirzel Hi 

Offertory: Solo by Jumior of St. Stephen’s 

Greetings—Announcements—Distribution of Gospel of St. Matthew, 
announcement of Daily Bible Reading certificates 

Junior Rally Hymn 

Lord’s Prayer and Benediction 

Fellowship Hour—Charades and Bible Stories 


Other Rallies 
This same District gave a fine Life Seryice Rally 
in the spring, which could well be copied by any group: 


Hymn: ‘Saviour, Teach Me Day ‘by Day” 
bende Let us ask God to speak to us and help us to speak to 
others 
Juniors: First verse of ‘Lord, Speak to Me, That I Ma Speak” 
Leader: Let us ask God to lead us, sO we may lead aie ee 
Juniors: Second verse 
Leader: Let us ask God for strength so we may be strong to help 
others 
ges pbicd verse 
zeader: Let us ask the Lord to teach i 
_to teach others me abe tina, cio. 
Juniors: Fourth verse 


Leader: Let us ask God to help r 
Toniors: os elp us speak to the weary and needy 


Leader: Give us of Thy Spirit, Lord } 
Tuners: Sixth woe pirit, rd, that we may help others 
eader: Let us ask the Lord to use us in th i él 

everywhere, in any way He can Server tue ats ees 
A Junior: The last verse 


Leader: A little boy worked in th t 
Lh heres ee ae temple. When the Lord called 


heareth” “Speak, Lord, for Thy servant 


Story of Little Samuel, dramatized by Covenant Juniors 


L ader: Our Scripture verse tells u re) y 
, who w 
€ Ss f Isaiah h as read to 


St. Stephen Junior reads Isaiah 6:1-8 


Leader: Th i 
page a e boy Jesus was ready to do the work of His Heavenly 


Junior tells story of Christ in the T, 
Let us pray (prayer by a Tani} Hoes 
Hymn: “I Think When I Read That Sweet Story of Old’ 
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Welcome—Rey. C. Hirzel, pastor of Covenant Church 

Jesus’ Command—‘Go Tell” Covenant Leaguers 

dae ae the ay ema Andrew’s Leavuers 
ur Junior League Aims’—St. S 4 q 

Tekior Hai moan, tephen’s Leaguers 

Greetings—Story—Roll Call 

Offering—Lord’s Prayer—Benediction 

Fellowship hour—games and ice cream 


From the Hudson River District, New Jersey, comes 
a report of a rally which they held: 


The theme for the rally was “Making Life Count.” 
told stories of boys and girls in the Bible who made theit life 
count. Miss Meta Frederickson told a story of Dr. Bakule and 
the crippled children im Prague, and how they made their lives 
count. A free will offering was given for the children in the moun- 
tains of Virginia. A talk on “Making Life Count” was given by 
Neves sEho il: Winklemann. <A social program followed when the 
Juniors were entertained with a puppet show, when ‘‘Hansel and 
Gretel” was given. 


A program of the Twin City District Junior Rally 
held in Faith Church, St. Paul, Minnesota, tells of these 
good things: 


Worship: Robert Truhler, Faith. St. Paul 
Hymn: “Beautiful Saviour” 
Salute to the Flags 

Scripture: Richard Grant—Gerald 
Prayer 

Hymn: “I Think When I Read That Sweet Story of Old” 
Offertory : Myrna Greeman 

Florence Nightingale, Nurse: Betty Simonson, Salem, Minneapolis 
Violin Solo: Isabelle Jensen, Holy Communion, Minneapolis 
Twelve Point Program Skit—Faith Juniors 

Vocal Solo: Florence Lee, Salem, Minneapolis 


Juniors 


Morgan 
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The Chinese Baby: Mae Tetzloff 
Junior Rally Hymn 
Jane Addams—Heroine : Grace Eng, Holy Communion, Minneapolis 
Piano Solo: Betty Beckei, Resurrection, Minneapclis 
Martin Luther: Murial Grunditz, Resurrection, Minneapolis 
Juniors as Heroes and Heroines—Miss Elsie Lund, State 
Secretary for Minnesota 
Announcements 
Closing Prayer and Benediction 
Social Hour 
One hundred and seventy Juniors and thirty adults 
attended the York District Junior Rally held at Red 
Lion. The program: 
Devotions and Welcome—Red Lion Juniors 
Our League Aims—Trinity, York, Juniors 
Luther League _Rally Hymn—Christ, Shrewsbury, Juniors 
Clarinet Solo—St. John’s, New Freedom 
Bible Drama: ‘‘Moses’’—Christ, York 
Bible Memory Verses: Christ, Dallastown 
Piano Duet and Reading—Christ, Spry 
Our Emblem—St. Matthew’s, York 
Cornet Solo and Reading—St. John’s, 
Greetings from Pastors 
Social Hour 
We are giving these programs, that you may fol- 
low suit, hold a rally, perhaps using some of the sug- 
gestions. Until next month, 


Your Junior Secretary, 


Junior 


Mt. Wolf 


bob bb Ok bob ob fb 


INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT 


A Happy New Year, Intermediates and Leaders! 


That much I can wish you, but there is something 
I pray may be willed you through the materials and 
activities of League organization throughout the coming 
year. But how you make use of the helps prepared for 
you is up to nobody but you. How your League grows 
is your affair. How you leaders plan for and set up 
district rallies and state meetings determines the amount 
of happiness you will enjoy and scatter forth in the new 
year. J want to help you all I can. You can help your- 
self by helping me, by sending suggestions on new ways 
to improve the weekly devotional topics and the other 
phases of our program; also by passing on to me any 
new methods and programs and materials successfully 
used in your local and district and state. So, again, a 
Happy New Year. 


Hobbycation 

I’ve already used up more than my allottmeut of 
space in this issue of the Review for the article on “Out 
One—Into Another’, so cannot suggest another hobby 
this month, but will report on “The Penny Hobby” pro- 
jected in the November Review. 

To date I have received 12 pennies from four Inter- 
mediates. Miss Grace Rardin, Lincoln, Nebr., was first 
to send in three pennies and first to receive a Luther 
League pin. Miss Janice Miller, Church of the Re- 
deemer, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was second and third in 
order, inasmuch as she submitted three pennies on two 
different days. To Miss Miller went two pins. Milton 
Kohls, also from Redeemer, Milwaukee, is the fourth 
penny sender and pin receiver. 

The “SL” and -“L...”-on the 1858 “eagle cents” 
were mystery letters to me at the time I wrote the 
“Penny Hobby” article. I thought the letters were to 
be found somewhere on one side or the other of the 
coin. No so, as I’ve since learned. The letters merely 


stand for “small letters” and “large letters”, that is, one 
type of that year’s minting was done in small letters and 
another type in larger letters. I have both types. 


New Rules Governing Penny Hobby 

In first announcement of the “Penny Hobby” in the 
November Review the last statement made was to the 
effect that “permission is mine to call off contest at any 
time’. I’m not going to do that just yet, but I must 
make a few new rules, otherwise I'll go broke buying 
pins. 

Rule 1. (Revised). Large cents with dates 1811 
and 1814 no longer accepted. The others will be. To 
date no large cents have been submitted. To get them 
you'll have to inquire among older people and learn if 
they have such hidden away in an old sock or something. 


Rule 2. (Revised.) Only 1856 eagle cent accepted. 
Rule 3. Remains unchanged. 
Rule 4. Remains unchanged. 
Rule 5 (Revised). Send three different of any of 


the following Lincoln cents and receive a pin. Dates 
are 1910-S, 1911-S, 1912-S, 1914-D, 1923-S, 1926-S, 1926-D, 
1930-S, 1931-S, 1931-D, 1932-D, 1933-D, 1934-S, 1935-S 
and 1935-D. 

Rule 6. Coins must be in a fair condition. (Re- 
ceived one with date worn off. Will return all such). 

Rule 7. Revised to read: Intermediates alone are 
eligible and only one pin to an Intermediate. 

Yours for many cents. 


Affectionately, 
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Some More League News From The Field 


NEW YORK 
Tenth Annual Convention of the Eastern 


District Luther League 

The 10th Annual Convention of the Eastern District Luther 
League was held in St. Paul’s Church, Johnstown, on Saturday, 
October 26th, 1935, with some 200 Leaguers attending. 

The business session opened at 3:45 P. M. with a short de- 
votional service led by Rev. Wilmer M. Zuehlke, pastor of the 
entertaining church. Edward Mowrey, President of St. Paul’s 
League, welcomed the Leaguers present, and a response was given 
by Howard Logan, Eastern District President. 

Among the visitors present were six members from the Syra- 
cuse District, including the President, Vice-President, and the State 
Life Service Secretary, also four Leaguers from the Mohawk Valley 
District, including the President. 

Greetings from District Leaguers, State and National Officers 
and other interested persons were read at the session. 

After the approval of the minutes of the spring rally, Ross 
Smith and Frank Hegert gave short addresses on the progress of 
the Eastern District since its first convention in 1926. Reports 
of the Missionary, Intermediate, Junior, Life Service, Program, Edu- 
cation and Extension Departmental Secretaries were given, followed 
by thoes of the President and Treasurer. 

The convention took favorable action to conduct a_ Winter 
Institute this year and another Silver Bay Week-end on July 25, 
26; to continue the publication of the ‘“Lamp-Lighter,” the new 
Eastern District paper; to change the convention date from fall to 
spring, making the next convention in the spring of 1937; to make 
a bid for the 1937 State Convention, and to endeavor to meet its 
quota for the China Project in one year. 

All of the officers were re-elected with the exception of the 
Vice-President. Officers who will serve until the spring of 1937 
are: President, Howard L. Logan; Vice-President, William Mollen- 
kopf; Treasurer, Johanna Lawton; Corresponding Secretary, Anna 
M. Markle; Recording Secretary, Marjorie M. Gotha. 

Following the business session moving pictures of the Charles- 

ton Convention were enjoyed by all. Supper was served at 7 P. M., 
followed by the roll call. Fifteen Leagues were present, and 
Emanuel Church, Albany, won the plaque with 100 per cent at- 
tendance. A one-act play, ‘Good Morning, Parson,’”’ was presented 
by the entertaining League. 
: At 8:30 P. M. the Leaguers assembled in the church auditor- 
ium for a Vesper Service. Rev. Fred Heins, of Rochester, addressed 
the convention on the theme of ‘‘Biting the Hand That Feeds Us,” 
followed by an anthem from the Junior choir of St. Paul’s Church. 
Rey. Heins installed the officers by am effective candlelight service. 
The convention closed at 10 P. M. 


MARJORIE M. GOTHA, Publicity Secretary 


PENNSYLVANIA 


The closing months of 1935 found the Pennsylvania State 
Leaguers active in many ways. Of particular interest to all was 
the splendid turnout at the Departmental Workers Conference this 
year. They were held in October, one in Altoona and the other in 
Harrisburg. The latter meeting in particular was attended by close 
to 100 League officers and Departmental Secretaries from the 11 
eastern Districts of Pennsylvania. 


With the advent of 1936, a determined drive towards a sub- 
stantial increase in membership is well under ~-ay. Every District 


mpaign to increase membership, not only 


has set up an aggressive car 2 
by bringing in new Leagues but by adding new members to Tee 
i in a is 


already active. State President Henry V. Scheirer has. 1 ! 
addresses to District rallies and conventions urged this point in 
particular. ‘ y+ 

Reverting once more to 1935, before going to our Districts, men- 
tion should be made of the success of the Statewide Thanksgiving 
Rally—held in practically every District the evening of November 
26th. The largest attendance was at the rally of Harrisburg, Lan- 
caster and York Districts, who each year combine in celebrating the 
Thanksgiving season. This year the rally was sponsored by Lan- 
caster District, ; 

Now for a tour of the state to take a look in om the varied 
activities of our Districts. 

Allentown District heid a very successful Luther League Day 
Vesper Service in the chapel of Muhlenberg College, September 29. 
Approximately 700 were in attendance. The 40th annual conven- 
tion of the District was held November 16th in Salem Lutheran 
Church, Bethlehem, the theme being, “Time For Christ.” 

Berks District again joined with Allentown in_a joint Thanks- 
giving rally held in St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Reading, Novem- 
ber 26th. 

Harrisburg District is always in the news, although not always 
in these columns. Harrisburg is fortunate in having a publicity 
Chairman able to secure literally columns of space for League 
events in the daily papers—just a few coming to the writer’s at- 
tention include the District’s Annual Banquet held Thursday, Octo- 
ber 24th, and a detailed report of the monthly meeting of the Dis- 
trict Executive Committee. bi 

Lancaster District held its annual convention Saturday, Novem- 
ber 9th, in Concordia Church, Chestnut Hill. The convention theme 
was ‘‘Young People Living By Their Ideals.’’ Lancaster District 
has also been ‘‘on the air” during December. Each Thursday even- 
ing the League radio program has been sponsored at 7:30 P. M., 
listed as “Luther League Echoes.” The committee in charge is 
inaugurating the series with the thought that if they prove suc- 
cessful a longer program will be arranged. 

Philadelphia District has a new set of District officers, elected 
at the fall convention held in Messiah Lutheran Church, October 
19th. Herbert Punchard is the new District President, with Daniel 
J. Davies, Wilmington, Del., as First Vice-President. 

The District has, through its convention and formal resolution 
of its Executive Committee, agreed to invite the 1937 Convention 
of the Luther League of Pennsylvania to meet in Philade!plia. 

Also, a series of radio programs have been tentatively sponsored 
through the courtesy of radio station WDAS. 


Upper Lehigh Valley District held its fall convention in St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, St. Johns, Armistice Day. The program 
was centered primarily around a Departmental Secretaries confer- 
ence—the principal speaker of the evening session was Rev. C. A. 
Steigerwalt, Intermediate Secretary of the State League. 

_ York District reports that the District is in the midst of a wide 
variety of projects—one of particular interest at the time this Review 
reaches you is the watch night service which the District plans to 
sponsor New Year’s Eve, Richard E. Heiland being the chairman 
of the committee on arrangements. 

(Other Districts—Note: Send in items to your State Publicity 
Chairman before the last of each month—your District should he 
represented periodically in this colmn.) 


MARVIN H. ECKARDT, State Publicity Chairman 


cee 


Pacific Northwest District Luther League Convention, held August 30, 31 


September 1 and 2, 1935, at the University 


Lutheran Church, Seattle, Washington 
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IOWA 


The thirty-first annual convention of the Luther League of 
Towa was held August 29, 30, 31 and September 1, at the First 
Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids. The Leaguers themselves were 
the answer to the convention theme “The Call of Jesus”? as we met 
in fellowship, not only to hear the calls, but to prepare ourselves to 
give the answer Christ wants us to give. 

Come Unto Me” the first call, was presented by Rev. A. B. 
Schwertz, pastor of Trinity Church, Sioux City, at the fellowship 
supper the opening night of the convention. The first call of 
come’ must be heard if we are to witness for Christ. 

_ The Holy Communion administered to the delegates at the 
Friday morning session prepared us for the second in our series 
of calls, “Abide In Me.” “We hear the call ‘come.’ we must also 
hear_the call ‘abide’ if we are to bear fruitful lives in the service of 


the King.” “We must abide and translate the message of salvation 
to men. Rey. J. Gent, host pastor, was the speaker of the 
morning. 


The business of the morning consisted of reports by the various 

secretaries. One new League was accepted into membership by the 
State League, and one was transferred from Intermediate to Senior 
membership. Greetings were given by representatives of the Iowa 
Synod, the Augustana Synod, and the Luther League of America. 
; We were very happy to have as our guest speaker of the morn- 
ing Miss Brenda Mehlhouse, Junior Secretary of the Luther League 
of America. Contact with our national officers is always helpful, 
and Miss Mehlhouse brought us a message of real inspiration. 

Officers for the coming year were elected at the afternoon 
session as follows: President, John Haydon, Des Moines; Vice- 
President, Hazel Brei, Muscatine; Secretary, Jane Wirt, Des Moines; 
Treasurer, Wm. De Reus, Newton. Arlo Ketelsen of Clinton, re- 
tiring President, becomes Member-at-Large. 

Sioux City League won first prize in the essay contest for the 
best devotional meeting. Muscatine won first prize in the social 
group. Des Moines won second in both groups. 

Reports of the national convention in Charleston were given 
by the state officers and Mrs. Arlo Ketelsen. 

The convention banquet was held at the Roosevelt Hotel, with 
Rev. Carl Bartsch, pastor of Holy Trinity Church, Minneapolis, 
Minn., as the guest speaker. 

“Learn of Me,” ‘“‘Follow Me,” and ‘Go Tell” were other calls 
of inspiration, brought to us by Miss Carrie Anderson of Chicago 
and two of our Iowa pastors. 

The invitation of the Burlington Leaguers to hold our 1936 
convention in their city was accepted. 

resolution was adopted to purchase a Life Service flag for 
the Luther League of Iowa. 

A report of this convention would not be complete without a 
word regarding our convention chaplain, Rev. Carl Tambert of 
Trinity Church, Burlington. Carrying out the convention theme, 
Rev. Tambert used as his devotional themes ‘‘The Call to Devotion 
—Sacrifice—and Holiness’? and brought to us messages which gave 
us something to help us not only in our League work but in our 
personal lives as well. : 

The convention officially closed with the 
officers at the regular church service Sunday morning. 
light service was used, with Rev. J. J. Gent officiating. 


JANE WIRT, Secretary 


installation of new 
A candle- 


INDIANA 


The Luther League of the Indiana Synod held its 38th Annual 
Convention on October 12th in Bethel Lutheran Church, Cicero, 
Indiana, Rev. G. Ernest Mullendore, pastor. — . 

The officers elected are as follows: President, Hubert Nighten- 
helser, Cicero; Vice-President, Miss Ruth Whittern, Monroeville; 
Recording Secretary, Miss Marie Wetzel, Anderson; Treasurer, Gay- 
lord Allen, Indianapolis; Members of the Executive Board: Rev. 
Allen K. Trout, pastor of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, for a term 
of 5 years; Ralph M. Miller, South Bend, the retiring President, 
for a term of 4 years, and Miss Beth Emig, Columbus, for a term 
of 3 years. : ; a 

The report from the registrar’s office proved to be a very 
disappointing factor in the meeting, many expressed regret that only 
17 Luther Leagues sent representatives out of approximately 4) 
Leagues in the state. Those who came agreed that their time was 
well spent, those who do not send delegates to a convention of this 
type do not have their hearts and souls set on the program of the 
Luther League of America nor on the work of the state organi- 
zation. This does not apply alone to Indiana, but wherever there is 
a laxity in interest and Luther League spirit. The 17 Leagues 
represented had 46 delegates in attendance—15 pastors, 2 districts 
with 4 delegates, 7 State Officers and 15 visiting Leaguers were 
here. : 
ae The meeting opened with the devotionals in charge of the host 
League. This was followed by a very short business session, at 
which time various convention committees were appointed, and the 
program of the day announced. This was followed by a, luncheon 
served in the high school by the ladies of the Cicero parish. 

The feature of the afternoon session was the discussion on 
whether to hold a youth conference and a business meeting during 
the year, or just to hold a business meeting. The action of the 
state organization was to “hold the Youth Conference, the two 
preceding days of the Summer School, at Oakwood Park, Lake 
Wawasee, near Syracuse, Ind., and to hold the state convention in 
the fall of the year, at the place selected by the Executive Board. 

It was voted by the group assembled that every individual League 
contribute to the support of the Bulletin of the Indiana Synod, and 
also to make contributions to the Luther League of America Sus- 

ining Membership Fund. 
a President Miller made an appeal to each Leaguer to have their 
Luther League dues to the State and national organization paid in 
full by December 1st so that the Luther League of this state may 
be placed on the honor roll. 

Another resolution of importance passed by the assembled group 
included: “That every Luther Leaguer take out subscriptions to the 
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Luther League Review or at 
Leaguers in each local group.” 


Frederick W. Anderson, the Director of Publicity, reported that 
the wire service facilities of the Associated Press and the United 
Press were being utilized for the sending of news of the convention. 


_ Rev. Trout, Extension Secretary, reported six new Leagues were 
desirous of affiliating themselves with the state group, they are as 
follows: Emmanuel, Lawrenceburg; Grace, Logansport; First, Mish- 
awaka; Zion, Pershing; Trinity, Valparaiso; and St. John’s, Napol- 
eon. These same Leagues were welcomed into the state organiza- 
tion, and were accorded the same privileges as those of other 
delegates. 


Miss Marian Johnson, Junior Secretary, reported that there are 
now 16 Leagues with a membership of 247, one new organization 
was accepted in this department—St. George, Edinburg. 


A prayer for peace was offered by Rev. H. E. Turney, S.T.M., 
President of the Indiana Synod, and each League was instructed to 
send letters to President Roosevelt pleading for peace. 


_ The banquet served in the high school gym by the ladies of the 
Cicero parish was a highlight of the meeting. Retiring President 
“Pete” Miller acted as toastmaster, and introduced a number of 
pastors, several of whom were “cronies” of ‘‘Pete’s’? at Witten- 
berg. John Kagel, a member of the Holy Trinity aggregation from 
South Bend, performed some of his “‘Art of Magic” interpretations, 
with the assistance of Stanley Kile, also of South Bend. The 
program of the banquet was enjoyed by all those who attended. 


An invitation was extended by Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 
Indianapolis, to hold the 39th convention in their Church, during 
the fall months of 1936. Announcement of the date and place will 
be forthcoming from the Executive Board. 


FREDERICK W. ANDERSON, Director of Publicity 


The Northwest District Luther League of the Indiana Synod 
held their falt rally in Grace Lutheran Church, Elkhart, September 
22. The meeting was in charge of the retiring President, Paul D. 
Joers, of South ‘Bend. New officers include Thurland Albert, 
Middlebury; Dale Steele, Middlebury; Miss Doris Yoder, Goshen, 
and Byron Faust, Elkhart. The speaker of the day was Rey. Allen 
K. Trout, pastor of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Indianapolis. Rev. 
Trout is actively engaged in Luther League work. 

The Mid-West Youth Conference, a conference for Luther 
Leaguers of the Mid-Western states, will be held in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, June 21-23, 1936. Luther Leaguers living in the Mid- 
West Region will be notified in a short time as to the details of the 
program. The cost will be amazingly low. All Luther Leaguers 
are invited to attend. Plan now to attend this great event. 


least one Review to every two 


700 ATTEND LUTHER LEAGUE DAY 
VESPER SERVICE 


Again the Allentown District Luther League goes 
over the top in its expectations of its initial Luther 
League Day Vesper Service on Sunday, September 29, 
in the Egner-Hartzel Memorial Chapel, Muhlenberg Col- 
lege, with an approximate attendance of seven hundred 
Leaguers and friends. 


The Rev. Karl L. Reisner, pastor of Leesport Par- 
ish, in his most inspirational and educational message, 
“A Glance Backward—A Look Ahead”, challenged the 
Luther League to develop, in the youth of the church, 
the urge of the authority of Jesus and the joy of Chris- 
tian optimism. Characterizing the past four decades of 
League activity as an age of development, speed, com- 
fort, and efficiency, he stated, “It was an age in the 
church of consolidation when many forces and parts of 
the church were united”. Rev. Reisner also stated that 
the youth movement in organizing the Luther League, 
—forty years ago, was an attempt to preserve live con- 
servative elements of our Lutheran faith and to give 
the young people something to do. 

The Rev. Earl S. Erb, St. Paul’s, Easton, served as 
chaplain. Prof. Ralph F. Kemmerer and his St. Stephen’s 
Junior Choir of Allentown favored us with musical 
selections. The Muhlenberg Christian Association con- 
ducted a tour of the campus at the close of the service. 
The altar flowers were furnished by St. Michael’s Inter- 
mediate League, Allentown. 

The success of this initial Luther League Day Serv- 
ice certainly endorses a continuation annually of such 
a service. 
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The 1936 LUTHER LEAGUE TOPICS 


JANUARY—Christian Life 


5—Why I Am a Christian 
John 20:30, 31 
12—Conquering Doubt 
John 14:6-14 
19—Following the Master 
John 15:8-12 
26—Missionary Day 
Acts 1:8 


FEBRUARY—My Bible In the Making 


2—Why Is the Bible God’s Word? 
II Peter 1:21 

9—Why Can I Trust My Bible? 
Revelation 22:16-19 

16—Pocket Testament Movement 

23—Latin America Today (Foreign Missions) 
Psalm 100 


MARCH—Our Redeemer On the Cross 


1—My Need of Redemption 
Luke 23:34 

8—The Price of My Redemption 
Matthew 27:46 

15—The Fruit of Redemption 
Luke 23:46 

22—My Part In the Redemption of Others 
John 1:35-42 

29—Our Church In Puerto Rico (American 
Missions) Isaiah 41:1-6 


APRIL—God Revealed 
5—How May I Know God? 
Isaiah 55:3-11 
12—The Glory of Christ’s Resurrection 
(Easter) Philippians 3 :8-12 
19—Enlightened by the Spirit 
John 14:26 
26—Our Missions In South America (Foreign 
Missions) Isaiah 60:1-5 


SENIOR TOPICS 


MAY—The Home 


3—Life Service Day 

10—Making a Home (Mother’s Day) 
Ephesians 5 :22-33 

17—Respecting Our Parents 
Proverbs 1:8, 9 

24—-Christian Hospitality 
Romans 12:1-13 

31—Our Church In Social Service (Inner 
Missions) Isaiah 61:1-3 


JUNE—The Early Church 


7—The First Congregation 
Acts 2:41-47 

14—The Church Suffers Persecution 
Acts 8:1-4 

21—The Church Spreads Through the Ancient 
World Acts 1:8 

28—Healing Bodies and Winning Souls 
Matthew 9:2-8 


JULY—The Christian In Civic Life 


5—Prepares For Citizenship 
Abiiiieisy s) Palys 

12—Supports Good Government 
Romans 13:1-7 

19—Cultivates Honesty and Integrity 
Tsarah’ 33°15 

26—The Difference Missions Make 
Acts 11:5-18 


AUGUST—Virtues 

2—Purity 

Psalm 24:3-5 
9—Christian Courtesy 

I Peter 328-11 
16—Courage 

II Timothy 1:7, 8 
23—Feconciliation 

Matthew 5:23-25 
30—Kagawa—Japan’s Christian Crusader 

Matihew 5:13-16 


SEPTEMBER—Friendship 


6—Jesus and His Friends 
John 15:13-16 
13—Tests of Friendship 
Proverbs 27:6, 9, 10, 14, 17, 19 
20—Love That Lasts 
Romans 12:9 
27—Luther League Day 
Philippians 3:12-16 


OCTOBER—Young People In the Church 


4—What Has Confirmation Meant to Me? 
Matthew 10:32, 33 
11—Training For the Church 
II Timothy 2:1-7 
18—Working For the Church 
IT Corinthians 3:8-10 ue 
25—My Neighbor, the Jew (Jewish Missions) 
Romans 11:1-5, 15-26 


NOVEMBER—Christian Giving 


1—Ways of Scriptural Giving 
I Corinthians 16:2 

8—Money Needs of the Church 
Acts 11:27-30 

15—Blessings of Giving 
Luke 6:37 

22—Our National Thanksgiving Day 
Psalm 111 

29—Christianity and Communism In China 
James 5:1-11 


DECEMBER—Hymn Studies 


6—Hymns In Worship 
Colossians 3:16 

13—Great Advent Hymns 
Luke 1:67-79 

2C—Favorite Christmas Carols 
Luke 2:13, 14 

27—The New Year 
Luke 13:6-9 


INTERMEDIATE TOPICS 


JANUARY 
5—Pioneering With Christ 
Mark 16:14-20 
12—A Pioneer Is Reverent 
Matthew 5:1-12 


19—A Pioneer Is Courageous 
Joshua 1:7; Luke 9:51 


26—Book Review: ‘‘The Flying Boat” 


FEBRUARY 
2—A Pioneer Is Intelligent 
II Peter 1:1-5; Proverbs 19:2 
9—A Pioneer Is Purposeful 
Philippians 3:13-16 
16—A Pioneer Is Clean 
I Corinthians 3:16, 17 
23—What Does the Bible Say About Missions? 
Matthew 28:16-20 


MARCH 

1—A Pioneer Is Loyal 
Ruth 1:16-18 

8—A Pioneer Is Reliable 
Luke 16:10-i2 

15—A Pioneer Is Co-operative 
Romans 15:1-3 

22—A Pioneer Is Loving 
Romans 13:8-10 

29—What Can I Do For. Missions? 
Luke 10:1-11 a 


APRIL 
5—Triumpha] Entry 
Matthew 21:1-11 
12—The First Easter 
Mark 16:1-8 
19—After Confirmation 
Hebrews 12:1-13 
26—What Is Being Done By Missions? 
‘Acts 10:1-48 


MAY 
3—Four Fold Life 
Luke 2 :41-52 
10—Mother’s Day Program 
Luke 1:46-56 
17—Making Good In My Home 
Ephesians 6:1-9 
24—Respecting Our Elders 
Hebrews 13:7, 17 
31—Is ‘“‘Getting By’’ Enough? 
Proverbs 1:7; 10:14 


JUNE 

7—Vacation Ahead 

Psalm 11 
14—Leisure Time 

Luke 12 :42-48 
21—Overcoming Handicaps 

Il Corinthians 12:7-11 
28—God’s Loving Care 

Matthew 6:25-34; I Peter 5:7 


UL 
5—The Good That We Do 
I Corinthians 13:1-13 

12—Our Father’s World 
Job 38:4-11 
19—Riding a Hobby 
I Samuel 16:23; 17:40 
26—An Out-of-Doors Program 
Psalm 23 


AUGUST 

2—Good—Better—Best 
Philippians 3:1-15 

9—What Do I Like Best? Why? 
1 Timothy 4:8 

16—How Can We Make People Like Us? 
Romans 12:1-10 

23—An Out-of-Doors Program 
Psalm 14 

30—My Vacation Experiences 
Matthew 17:1-9 


SEPTEMBER 
6—A Christian At School 
Philippians 2:3-12 ~° 
13—Making Our Meetings More Helpful 
I Corinthians 12:1-11; 27:31 
20—Our 16th Birthday 
Psalm 116:12 
27—The Three ‘“‘Missions’’ 
Galatians 6:9, 10 


OCTOBER 
4—Book Review ’ 
11—What Is Crime? 
Mark 7:14-23 
18—Why Boys and Girls Commit Crime 
Proverbs 23 :1-7 


25—The Future of the Criminal 
Romans 6:1-23 


NOVEMBER 
1—Book Review 
8—What Is Prayer? 
John 17 
15—Learning to Pray 
Luke 11:1-13 
22—-How Prayer Is Answered 
Matthew 15 :21-28 


29—Must I Always Forgive? 
Matthew 18:21-35 


DECEMBER 
6—Book Review 
13—The Joy of Giving 
Acts 20:33-35 
20—The Supreme Gift 
John 3:16; If Corinthians 9:15 


27—Resolutions Worth Making and Keepi 
Luke 15:18; Joshua 24 14-15 ae 
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The 1936 Luther League Topics—Continued 


JANUARY—How We Got Our Bible 


5—The Beginnings of Our Bible 
John 1:1 


12—Tablets and Scrolls 
Exodus 24:12 

19—A Song Book 
Psalm 95:1, 2 

26— Missionary 


FEBRUARY—How We Got Our Bible 
(Continued) 
2—Writing the Story of Jesus 
John 20:31 a 
9—A Great Machine 
Psalm 119:105 
16—The Bible Today 
beter 1225 
23—Missionary 


MARCH—Making Lent Real to the Juniors 
1—The Story of Lent 
Mark 10 :32-34 


8—The Church and Lent 
Mark 14 :22-26 


15—The Last Week 
Mark 11:1-10 


22—Lent and Our Daily Lives 
Matthew 26:40 
29—Missionary 


APRIL—Easter 
5—The Real Meaning of Easter 
John 10:10b 
12—Christ and His Resurrection (Easter) 
Matthew 28:1-8 
19—The Ascension Day Story 
Acts 1:9-11 
26— Missionary 


]LITTLE LEAGUERS” 


JANUARY—Missions 
The Book, “The Three Camels’ 


5—The Three Camels 
12—The Three Camels 
19—The Three Camels 
26—The Three Camels 


FEBRUARY—tThe Child and the Church 
Knowing God’s House 
2—Building God’s House Long Ago 
9—When Jesus Went to Church 
16—When I Go to Church 
23—The Church Building 


MARCH—The Child and the Church 
Knowing God’s House 


1—The People We Meet—The Pastor 
8—The People We Meet—Our Teacher 


15—The People We Meet—Other Boys and 
Girls at Church 


22—Our Room 
29—Our Gifts For the Church 


APRIL—The Child and the Heavenly Father 
God’s Beautiful World 

5—Beauties of Springtime 

12—Joys of Easter (Easter Day) 

19S—Happy Springtime 


26—Sharing Our Heavenly Father’s Easter 
Gifts 


JUNIOR TOPICS 


MAY—Life Service 
3—The Pastor 
John 10:11 
10—The Deaconess 
Luke 22:29c 
17—Missionary 
Matthew 28:19 


24—What May My Life Work Be? 
Luke 2 :49b 


31—Missionary 


JUNE—The Early Church 
7—Paul and His First Missionary Journey 


Acts 13:14 

14—Paul’s Second Missionary Journey 
Acts 15:36 

21—Paul’s Third Missionary Journey 
Acts 18:23 


28—Missionary 


JULY—Making Our Neighborhood Better 
5—A Good Citizen 
Romans 13:1-10 
12—A Christian Neighborhood 
Proverbs 14:34 


19—What Can I Do For My Neighborhood? 
Ecclesiastes 9:10a 
26— Missionary 


AUGUST—God’s Out-of-Doors 


2—Lessons From God’s Beautiful World 
Psalm 19:1 


9—Lessons Summer Teaches Us 
Genesis 8:22 


16—An Out-of-Doors Meeting 
Matthew 6 :26-29 

23—Getting Ready For Fall and Winter 
Proverbs 6:6-8 

30—Missionary 


MAY—-The Child and the Heavenly Father 
The Heavenly Father’s Care 


3—He Cares For Us—Our Daily Bread 
10—He Cares For Us—Our Joys 
17—He Cares For Me 

24—-Sharing His Care 

31—He Cares For All the World 


JUNE—The Heavenly Father 

Listening and Talking to God 
7—Listening and Talking to God at Home 
14—Listening at Church 


21—Talking to God at Church 
28—‘“‘Speak, Lord” 


JULY—The Child and the Family 


5—A Happy Home 
12—My Parents 

19—My Brothers and Sisters 
26—My Share In the Home 


AUGUST—The Child and His Play 
2—Playing at Home 
9—Playing With Other Children 


16—Sharing Good Times With the Children at 
Church 


23—Children of Many Lands at Play 
30—Sharing My Play 


SEPTEMBER—Hero Stories 
6—Heroes of Missions 
II Corinthians 11 :24-27 
Heroes of the Church 
Acts 7:59, 60 
13—Heroes of Faith 
Hebrews 11 :32-34 
Heroes of Peace 
I Kings 4:25 
20—Missionary 
27—Luther League Day—‘‘Of the Church, By 
the Church, For the Church” 


OCTOBER—Junior League 


4—Junior Leaguers 
erans Psalm 48: 

11—Junior Leaguers 
Acts 15:6, 22-29 

18—Junior Leaguers Learning of Our Mission- 
ary Work Acts 8:4-8 

25—Missionary 


Learning of Early Luth- 
12 
Learning of Their Synod 


NOVEMBER—Christian Giving 


1—All That We Have Is Thine Alone 
_ Psalm 50:10-12 
8—The Church’s Needs 
Acts 11:27-30 
15—How Shall I Give? 
{ Corinthians 16:2 
22—Giving Thanks By Giving 
II Corinthians 9:7 
29—Missionary 


DECEMBER—Hymn Studies 


6—Why We Sing Hymns 
Colossians 3:16 

13—Great Advent Hymns 
Luke 1:67-79 

20—Favorite Christmas Carols 
Luke 2:13, 14 

27—Missionary 


PROGRAMS 


SEPTEMBER—Missions 
The Book, “Little Koto’’ 
Koto 
Koto 
Koto 
Koto 


6— Little 
13—Little 
20—Little 
27—Little 


OCTOBER—The Child and the Heavenly 
Father—God’s Gifts 


4—God Creating All Things—God’s Gift of 
the World 

11—God’s Gift of Day 

18—God’s Gift of Night 

25—God’s Gift of Food 


NOVEMBER—tThe Child and the Heavenly 
Father—Thanking Him For His Gifts 

1—Thanks For Home 

8—Thanks For Gifts 

15—Thanks For Church 

22—A Thanksgiving Program 

29—Thanksgiving All the Year Round 


DECEMBER—The Child and Christmas 
6—The Shepherds 
13—The Baby Jesus 
20—The Wise Men 
27—Christmas Everywhere 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


FACING OUR OBJECTIVES—Life Service 


The address of Dr. Chester S. Simonton, Life Service Secretary of the Luther League of America 
at the Charleston Convention 


Wherever I have gone, there is a little story that 
comes to mind. It is this. “Mamma, where were you 
born? I was born out in North Dakota, but why do 
you ask? Where was Daddy born? He came from 
New England, but why do you ask? But, Mamma, 
where was I born? Well, you were born right here. 
But why? Well, Mamma, isn’t funny how we three got 
together?” As I travel about, I wonder how it is we 
have gotten together. There is that great central tie 
that binds us together as one. 

I want to congratulate you on the organizations 
back home; on your fine leadership and on the fine 
things you have accomplished, and on the privilege of 
being connected with the Luther League of America. It 
is a privilege to be a member of the Luther League of 
America. You have had unfolded here in this conven- 
tion, the three-fold program of the Luther League of 
America: Education, Missions, Life Service. To know, 
to do, to be. 

When the Luther League of America became the 
official organization of the Church, then the doors were 
opened for ‘specific objectives; then the Educational, 
Missionary and Life Service Departments came into 
view. It has been my privilege to serve in a small way 
the Life Service Department. It has brought a tre- 
mendous appreciation of the bigness and worthwhileness 
of this Department. I would never try to minimize the 
others. They are equally as important. 

We can know without either doing or being. We 
can do and yet our doing will not express what we know 
or what we are. But we can never be what we ought to 
be without both knowing and doing. It will be impos- 
sible to be a follower of Christ and not be interested in 
service. In that parable of the Good Samaritan, He 
laid the principle before us. We simply cannot follow 
in the footsteps of Christ and avoid service. That must 
be the program of everyone who is a follower of Christ. 
Loyalty to Jesus Christ is not a group of words but a 
style of living. Whether it be avocation or vocation, the 
responsibilities are just the same. 

The highest and finest kind of service is the service 
of living. That is the appeal and task of your Life 
Service Department. We always have and always shall 
sound the call of the ministry, diaconate, mission field. 
These are among life’s highest forms of service. These 
Life Service flags are elegant this morning telling us of 
those who out of our midst in various parts of the 
country have consecrated their lives before an altar and 
gone into the full time service of the Church. Life 
Service is not limited to these. It doesn’t mean three or 
four vocations. Life Service is concerned with every life 
that marks a high profession. It is interested in sending 
forth those that will make any life worthwhile. 

The Life Service Department which is like the other 
departments of our Luther League program has an ap- 
peal and message for every member of every League. 
Life Service refers to that to which every Christian is 
committed. Life Service is my life dedicated to the 
use of my Master through His Church for His Kingdom. 
That is why the Life Service Department has developed 


a little card called “The Life Service Covenant Card” 
which shall be placed in the hands of every Luther 
Leaguer urging him to take that card and prayerfully 
and carefully study it. 

We are not here by chance but by the plan and 
purpose of God and the best thing to which we can give 
ourselves while here is the fulfillment of His plan. 

Attached to that little card is another that bears 
a few questions which we ask our Luther Leaguers to 
seriously consider and fill out and give that portion of 
the card to their local Life Service Secretary and have 
it forwarded to Headquarters. 

We are often asked, “What becomes of these cards?” 
We have on file some 2,000 cards. First card has a 
duplicate sent to Dr. Harry. Second and third groups 
have two duplicates made and sent to me. One I keep 
in my file. The other duplicate is sent with a duplicate 
letter. 

Sometimes I have been asked, “Why do we need to 
sign a card?” If it doesn’t do you any good, it does 
your Life Service Secretary good. It does good to 
those who are called upon to prepare topics. 

Literature—we have some on hand. These past four 
years, we have restricted ourselves seriously. The thing 
that has been in most demand these past four years 
has been the everlasting letter, “I have just been elected 
a Life Service Secretary. What is it all about? What 
are my duties?’ We have tried to answer it by pre- 
paring a list of specific duties of a Life Service Secre- 
tary in a local League, in a District or Synodical League. 

Life Service Sunday has been a feature of our 
work. It has shown to the congregation many ways in 
which the Luther League is serving. Then there is the 
observance of Life Service Day. The first Sunday of 
next May will be Life Service Day. 

The following are a few suggestions for the pro- 
motion of Life Service: 

Promote it not one Sunday but every Sunday. 

Throw out Life Service thoughts continually. 

Distribute Life Service literature frequently. 

When you have a member of your congregation 
who is in preparation or now engaged in some noble 
calling, make something of it. 

Keep your Life Service flag or shield in prominence. 

Make your League Life Service conscious. 

Think of Life Service not as individual but as a 
group. 

Undertake projects with your entire League. 
groups within it. 

Keep the whole League serving. 

We have been very happy to notice how the Life 
Service program has been reaching down through the 
Intermediate and Junior Departments. At this time, 
Rev. J. O. Kempson was called to speak on the stand- 
point of the Intermediate. He said the Intermediate 
finds he has at his disposal a great powerhouse. Youth 
should know that the Church is sympathetically inter- 
ested in him and assures him the place of Christian re- 
ligion in his life. The Intermediate Luther League has 
a part in the Church program which no other program 
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has. The question was asked of a certain youth: “What 
the Intermediate League means to him?” He replied: 
“It has helped to lay a firm foundation on which I am 
now building. I have learned to participate in the 
Church’s program.” The contribution of the Intermedi- 
ate League to youth, is the contribution of the Inter- 
mediate Luther League to the Church. The Intermedi- 
ate Luther League is the field for Christian service. 

Miss Brenda Mehlhouse spoke for the Junior 
League. She said the Junior knows what he wants to 
do. Early impressions last. She gave several illustra- 
tions of how Life Service begins with boys and girls. 
James Chalmers became one of the greatest mission- 
aries to the Guigi Islands. In his early childhood he 
had seen pictures of that impressed him that he too 
would do likewise when he got older. What kind of 
pictures are we placing before our children? 

Dr. Simonton continued by asking that we search 
our hearts and ask whether the service we are render- 
ing to our Lord is all that it ought to be. Dr. Camp- 
bell Morgan said: “God don’t want you in foreign 
countries unless you are at work here at home. We 
really can’t do anything unless God has a hand in it. 
We must work hand in hand with him. He said he 
liked to think of our hands like this: 

First finger representing the examples we set. 

Second finger—it represents the strength of our 
hand. The Church of Jesus Christ has been suffering 
for years because the hands men and women have lent 
to the Lord’s work have been left out. May God for- 
give us for the incompleteness of these hands. 

Third finger is the heart finger. The only one that 
has a direct connection with the heart. We use that 
finger as our heart’s life finger. We put there the ring 
—the emblem of our love. Out of the fulness of the 
heart, the mouth speaketh. Like to think of it as the 
voice. Here are we using our voices. 

Little finger, I like to think of as little deeds and 
our acts. When I want to strike an octave on the 
piano, it is the little finger that reaches the note. Why? 
Because it reaches the farthest. 

Thumb I like to think of as representing prayer. 
Just as our thumb reaches around and clasps the fingers 
of our hand, so may our prayer, our voice, our re- 
sources, our deeds, and make of them a mighty instru- 
ment as he sees fit anywhere all of the time. 


THE SPIDER’S WEB 
(Not a Mystery Story) 

This time of the year, spider webs are especially 
plentiful and decidedly annoying. The web a spider 
spins is exceedingly interesting. It is quickly spun; it 
is very effective in catching flies and insects, and to 
most people it is a sign of inactivity and disuse. 

Does your League need the spider webs swept out? 
Has the spider of indifference and lack of interest spun 
a web around you or your League? The web is not 
only quickly spun, but it is also effective in catching 
innocent, and unsuspecting members in its web, and 
worst of all it indicates inactivity and disuse to the out- 
side world. Look at your League—at yourself—are 
there webs about indicating lack of activity, interest 
and spirit? The broom may be needed. 

—The Ohio Luther Leaguer 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
DR. AND MRS. W. H. BLANCHE 
The Luther League of America extends heartiest 
congratulations to Dr. and Mrs. W. H. Blancke on their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary celebrated at their home 
in Newton, Iowa, on October 4. 


In explanation to new League members, Dr. Blancke 
was the first president of the Luther League of Iowa. 
Our best wishes go out to Dr. and Mrs. Blancke and 
we hope they share many more happy anniversaries, 


LOOKING UP 

The Luther League of Ohio is beginning to Look- 
Up this Fall. Some organizations which have not been 
functioning for some time are endeavoring to reorganize 
and to become actively engaged in the work of the 
Master. One or two very fine groups of Young People 
have been seriously considering the plan of the Luther 
League of Ohio and seem to be sure of uniting with 
our organization. 


When we say the Luther League is beginning to 
Look-Up, we do not mean to intimate that her members 
have not been “looking-up” in the sense that they have 
been looking to God for strength. For many of them 
have been doing that very thing very conscientiously 
and earnestly, their prayers are constant and potent. 
May all of us direct earnest and sincere prayers upward 
to God that the work to save Youth for Christ may 
progress and reach into the heart and life of all whom 
we meet. Let us all Look Up. 


TOMORROW’S PIONEERS 


We are tomorrow’s pioneers; 

Oh worthy elders, spare your fears! 
Your books have many a blotted page, 
You, too, have blundered into age. 


Ever has youth been thought the fool: 
We would have help—not ridicule; 

Have you forgotten how your sires 
Viewed with alarm youth’s mad desires? 


Give us your sympathy, we pray, 
We would have counsel, on the way; 
And, fathers dear, when you are gone, 
We shall not fail to carry on. 
—E. A. LINDBERG, Iowa Index 


READING IS A RETREAT 

So many people seem to think that autos, movies 
and the radio have reduced reading to an almost lost 
art, but listen to this. 

Last year there were two hundred million bound 
books sold in this country, representing a total sum of 
$250,000,000, or twice the total business done ten years 
ago. 

And this proves that nothing has been introduced 
as yet that can take the place of that all-aloneness found 
with a good book—that nothing is quite so intimate 
with our intellect as the charm of a well composed story. 

Reading is a rest and a retreat from the moving 
scenes, the jazzy songs and the mad throngs. 
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GETTING THE MOST FROM COLLEGE EDUCATION 


(By 


William U. 


Snyder) 


Presented to the Luther League of Christ Lutheran Church, York, Pa., Odlober 13, 1935 


It is with some misapprehension that I approach the 
subject which we wish to consider this evening. In the 
first place I know that there are some of you here who 
are more capable of understanding the problem than It, 
and who have had a greater amount of the training 
which would justify a discussion of the matter. In the 
second place I am prone to question my own authority 
on the subject and to fear that what I say may be opin- 
ion and personal prejudice, rather than fact. For that 
reason I shall endeavor to give you more of that which 
I have obtained from older and wiser persons; or which 
I have learned myself by the method of trial and error. 
As a matter of fact, it would be impossible to give any 
formula or theoretical solution to getting the most out 
of school or college. You cannot single out any partic- 
ular objective such as wisdom, a spiritual rebirth, a 
good time or a technical training, and by its use alone 
get much out of school. For that reason I have chosen 
to divide the normal life into its well known phases and 
to give a few pointers on each which I have found to 
increase the usefulnes of that particular phase of the 
college life and after life, and to hope that the ultimate 
result will be a greater happiness for the individual and 
for that host which makes up his environment. 

The four phases are of course physical, religious, 
mental, and social. And I place them in this order not 
because I rate them according to their relative impor- 
tance (I should not attempt that) but because it is in 
that ascending order in which the college life offers 
opportunities for cultivation. It will be apparent that 
these phases often interlock, and that it is hard to deter- 
mine the limits of each. 


And so first—the realm of the physical. This point 
alone would be a subject sufficient for an evening’s dis- 
‘cussion but that is, of course, not possible. As a rule I 
should say that to follow either extreme is not the best. 
There are those who, like myself, would never gain fame 
for athletic prowess. And that group is not to be copied, 
Nor on the other hand should the men who devote all 
their energy to games, often late into the night, be 
copied. I think perhaps, if a person keeps himself aware 
of several good sports and interested in one, in which 
he is willing moderatly to strive for attainment he is 
doing the most good for himself. So many young people, 
away at school particularly, are willing to neglect their 
bodies, and as a result they break down sometimes before 
their course is over. Motion pictures to the contrary, 
college life is one of the most strenuous you will find, 
and it is utterly impossible without a healthy youthful 
constitution. I speak from experience. All the rules of 
health are just as important in school as in later life, 
and a careful observance of them in youth eliminates a 
great many of the pains and cares of adulthood. Sleep 
and good eating are especially important. I knew a 
man from your own town who did his sleeping, and 
very little at that, in his classes and consequently never 
could get the results he should have had. In my own 
experience I have found that lower grades follow pre- 
examination midnight studying, although you may accuse 
me of reversing cause and effect. 


The best rule of health a parent can give to his 
departing son or daughter is that he or she be temperate 
in all things. By the time one reaches college smoking 
is considered about as wicked as walking about your 
room with your shoes off would be, and even at my own 
conservative Alma Mater drinking, at least among stu- 
dents, is no mark of disgrace. Unquestionably, how- 
ever, the stronger men do not drink. But the person 
who wilfully abuses either privilege is treated with as 
little respect as is one who squanders anything else. 

There are other rules of health which often become 
associated with social and religious standards. And con- 
cerning these the collegian feels that anything should be 
avoided by the student which contributes to his own 
future unhappiness, or that of anyone else. This is per- 
haps the best standard of taste. 

We must leave this phase of living, poorly dis- 
cussed, and go on to the next. And as we approach 
the religious aspect of our ideal college life, my knees 
begin to tremble with apprehension, for it is dangerous 
ground. You see in college, as in all life there are the 
“puritans” and the “cavaliers”. It is almost impossible 
to be consistently honest and yet not to side with one 
of these groups. And thus you always have the accus- 
ing finger of the other side, and often it resembles more 
a claw. There are on both sides extremists. Among 
the cavaliers there are those who are absolutely oblivious 
even to any form of introspective analysis, not to men- 
tion a religious or spiritual sensitivity. They don’t 
scoff at religious activities, they merely ignore them, 
just as they ignore all emotional responses. The other 
extreme is the fanatics. Cavaliers call them “come-to- 
Jesus-boys” and their ideals are determined by a spirit 
of innocent and trusting irrationality and an all-envel- 
oping evangelism of the testimonial sort. 

You hear a great deal about what college does to 
destroy religious conviction in unsuspecting men and 
women. The pulpit often enough accuses its cousin, 
the lecture desk, of being coldly scientific, rational, and 
agnostic. As a matter of fact I do not believe this to 
be true. Seldom do you find a teacher trying to change 
the convictions of his pupils. The school presents the 
material world and that of reality. It does not pre- 
scribe the speculative, but it refuses to hide the truth 
as it seems to exist. The college gives the student all 
it can in the way of inactive facts. If it is a denomina- 
tional college it usually goes even further and presents 
religious experience as it seems to be the most useful. 
The main trouble is that there are many non-essentials 
which in the light of public intelligence are construed 
to be necessities to salvation, and which, when subju- 
gated by the college to their respective importance, bring 
about the judgment against colleges. There are two 
things which no one can fail to get from college and he 
gets these convictions just as thoroughly in the science 
hall as in the chapel. It is very often the appreciation 
of physical reality created by the enlightenment of the 
test tube which impresses the collegiate mind with these 
truths. The first is the conviction of the reality of God. 
I do not mean that one learns to trust in Jehovah the 
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Hebrew and Christian deity, necessarily, at least not as 
he is conceived by so many churchmen, But one does, 
through a greater understanding of the complexity of 
nature appreciate the importance of a rational and logical 
mental force which has ordained nature in such perfect 
accord. The farther one goes in education, the more im- 


possible that level called atheism becomes to him. 


As 
Pope tells us: 


“A little learning is a dangerous thing; 
Drink deep or touch not the Pierian spring.” 


The individual who comes to college with a shaky 
foundation in this matter does not study long before 
he comes to a realization of what the German philosophy 
calls “Zentralkrafte”. 

The other religious conviction to which the college 
student comes is the realization that whatever he may 
believe about the religions dogmata involved in the deity 
of Jesus Christ, as ethical precepts no one has ever laid 
down a more perfect guide for civilization than did 
Jesus. If we were truly Christian, merely in ethics alone, 
this world would be the Kingdom of which the Nazarene 
has taught. As I said, college seldom gives one con- 
victions in the matter of doctrinal arbitration, but it does 
supply for anyone who wants his life to be successful, 
the greatest path in the direction of self-realization that 
anyone has ever yet discovered. 

So much for religious life as it is found in the 
college. The most useful caution here perhaps is to tell 
the newcomer—don’t be rash in jumping to conclusions; 
take your time and do a great deal of concentrated 
thinking about religious and philosophic matters, but if 
you do come to any belief or conviction, whether the 
world or the Church call it good or bad, stand by it 
strenuously, as long as it seems right to you, despite 
what anyone may have said before or after it came to 
you. Don’t betray your soul and leave your own con- 
victions for the sake of fear or any other forces but 
rationality or faith. And remember that neither society 
nor the Church is infallable, but faith in the convictions 
you believe must of necessity be the surest guide to 
your own salvation. God, who made a world so rational 
and perfectly ordered as our own, is surely going to 
understand anyone who supports what seems to him the 
best for himself and for the good of his associates. 

And now we come to the mental phase of the edu- 
cated life. Some of you have probably wondered why 
I have not brought up this field long before. The aver- 
age outsider thinks that this is the only part of a college 
life that exists. As I have tried to point out that is not 
true. There are four phases to education, and it is diff- 
cult to determine which is most essential. 

Concerning studies you can see it would be impos- 
sible for me to tell you which courses are most import- 
and and most beneficial. The school is usually only too 
willing to answer that question. Furthermore these 
points differ with different people. There are some 
courses which everyone should take. There are others 
which fit only special students. But I can give you 
some generalizations which fit, I believe, not only college 
but high school, too. 

Contrary to popular opinion you do not come to 
college to get a technical training to prepare you for 
your occupation—at least most people do not, even 
though they may not realize it at first. The liberal arts 


education which undergraduate schools attempt to give 
is more of a general appreciation than anything else. 
Almost the first thing a student at a college learns is 
that the program of his college is designed to broaden 
him in five different mental spheres. 
of natural sciences, social litera- 
ture, and philosophy. It is the effort of the liberal arts 
school to give good training in all of these. 
purpose of undergraduate education is to produce a 
cultured individual, able to take his place in life with an 
intelligent understanding of the things which happen 
around him. So the student should not feel that he is 
wasting his time simply because he is not getting a great 
deal of technical information. 


These are the fields 
sciences, languages, 


The main 


In planning a program for the best results it is good 
to choose one’s major subject according to his interests. 
The school curriculum will regulate the program so that 
he gets a good mixture, based on that choice. Here 
again complaints are often registered because of com- 
pulsory subjects. I have heard ministerial students com- 
plaining because they are compelled to study a certain, 
amount of sciences. They cannot understand what pos- 
sible good this is going to have on their future. And 
yet I can say from experience that one often gets his 
greatest appreciation of the nature of God out of this 
study of the nature of the universe. The reverse situa- 
tion is also true. The would-be physician is quite liable 
to find the discipline of language studies of inestimable 
value in his chosen occupation. 


What you plan to do has, of course, a lot to do 
with the type of school you go to—that is technical or 
liberal arts. But I should unquestionably recommend 
that whenever it is possible the student should go to a 
liberal arts school; at least for two years, if a longer 
period is not possible. The ultimate benefit is worth the 
expenditure. 


Perhaps a word should be said about how to study, 
since this vital problem greatly affects the results ob- 
tained from school. Here it is well to remind you that 
it is perfectly possible to do too much studying. I have 
known men and women who, because they have com- 
pletely overemphasized their studies have gained little 
else of colleges’ many advantages. The general average 
which most schools recommend for study is about two 
hours outside of class for each hour in the classroom. 
Of course this varies tremendously with different indi- 
viduals and different courses, but it is a good average. 
The usual number of hours of class work for the average 
student is fifteen. Divide thirty hours of outside study 
per week by six days and you find you ought to approxi- 
mate five or six hours each day. 


The amount of time a student has to spend on study- 
ing is rather irregular, so it is hard to prescribe set 
rules. I can think of two, however, which are almost 
sure to bring you the most out of your school life. The 
first is—always get your studying done first every day, 
then bother with the extra-curricular work. The second 
is—never go to a class unprepared but always prepare 
a little more or a little better than you think the pro- 
fessor expects of you. These two rules, if followed, are 
almost like talismen in the hands of the student. 


One other item about studying—and that is con- 
cerning grinding and cramming. These are two collegi- 
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ate slang expressions which mean doing all the work 
the night before the final examination. It will not be 
satisfactory. You are worn out for the exam and every- 
thing is confused or insufficiently acquired. If you keep 
up with each day’s work, and go over every day’s notes 
at night (and most of your work is making notes) you 
will find examination period is comparatively easy and 
you won’t need to worry about grades. What you most 
need to prepare for is doing lots of reading quickly but 
thoroughly and taking efficient and well-organized notes, 
preferably in outline form. If you watch these few 
points grades will not be hard to get and honors will 
seem almost automatic. 

We now approach the social side of college life and 
you are going to be shocked when I tell you that this 
is the phase in which you do your most constructive 
work in college; at least you have the opportunity to 
do so. The reason you may have been shocked is that 
you were probably assuming the wrong meaning of that 
word “social.” I do not mean by it galavanting around 
at a country club and having a good time but instead 
I mean developing the relations between people and 
organizing a socialized personality. The contacts made 
with other students and professors are the finest advan- 
tages of the college days. In this social development 
we learn the problems which are going to face us in 
later life, and we find that life's most useful attribute 
is a sincere and cheerful personality. It is learning to 
live with others that benefits us most. Back at home 
we have had most of our problems ironed out for us by 
our parents to whom we can return every day for needed 
consolation, encouragement, or praise. But in the col- 
lege life the first training starts in being totally inde- 
pendent among strangers, yet with the safeguarding in- 
stitution to fortify our efforts. 


There are two classes of people with whom we 
associate on the campus—professors ana students. In 
relation to the professors the student meets a new 
situation, at least at the smaller school. In high school 
his teacher supervised his studies and his extra-cur- 
tricular work, but that is about all. On the campus the 
professor mixes into the entire life of the student, offer- 
ing him friendship instead of supervision. The professor 
is not the stranger that the average teacher is. He is 
always the friend and often even the companion of his 
pupil and he molds not only all the class work of the 
student but also a great deal of his outside life. Con- 
sequently a phase of high school life usually disappears 
in college. It is known as handshaking and means try- 
ing to gain the good will of the professor by a more or 
less insincere attention and cordiality toward him. I 
feel rather unprejudiced when I say that women students 
are greater handshakers than men, partly from their 
congenial nature. It is something to be absolutely 
avoided for almost always it reacts against the student, 
Professors have seen enough of personality to know 
when it is sincere. Should you treat a professor with 
the attitude with which you would treat a father or 
mother you will find life immeasurably richer. 
spectful but friendly and sincere. 


Towards other students you should develop the same 
attitude. Avoid a spirit of competition but try to be 
helpful to others. Be friendly, and associate with them 
whenever possible. To do this you should take a con- 


Be re- 
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structive interest in campus activities. You will get 
great personal satisfaction from one or two well planned 
activities such as newspaper work or a musical club and 
the friends it will bring you will be a priceless posses- 
sion. Try to be a leader in at least one of these activi- 
tics so you will get experience in directing other people 
—but always remember how to follow good advice Ea 
Attend college functions and enter into their spirit. 
Going to dances is not only a fine entertainment but also 
a splendid training in learning to be at ease with mem- 
bers of the other sex. College is full of opportunities 
for improving one’s contacts, but you have to go to them 
for they can’t come to you. 

There is just one more point I should like to sug- 
gest before I close, and it has a great deal to do with 
the development of character and sociality. It is the 
matter of fraternities and sororities. People come to 
colleges with all sorts of ideas about these institutions 
but they seldom come with the correct one. The one 
group of people thinks that fraternities are country 
clubs—places where hedonistic youth spends hard earned 
money getting nothing but wild parties and powerful 
drinks, and a place to sleep on the floor without criti- 
cism when he wishes to; and isn’t it a pity those young 
innocent people are led so quickly astray by this instru- 
ment of the devil. 

The other group thinks the same of fraternities as 
their antagonists, only isn’t it wonderful a fellow has a 
place where he can call his soul his own. 

As a matter of fact, both of these views are far 
from the truth. When a fraternity or sorority is func- 
tioning right it is and should be a home away from home, 
and all the good influences of home should be asso- 
ciated with it. I admit fraternities are like the little girl 
with the little curl in the center of her forehead—“When 
they are good they are very, very good and when they 
are bad they are horrid.” That is where you must make 
the choice. Unfortunately the good ones are haraer to 
get into than the others because they have higher stand- 
ards. But when you see a fraternity which by its rec- 
ord and actions shows it is stressing scholarship, good 
character, and sociality, make every possible yet modest 
effort you can to get into it. You will get hundredfold 
in return every cent and every effort you put into the 
fraternity, and you will be a better personality because 
of it. It will probably be your strongest inspiration on 
the campus. 

Now, in conclusion—I have tried to point the way 
which I have found the road to a successful life in col- 
lege, and I think, where it is applicable, in high school 
also. Some of what I have said may have been wrong 
or it may not fit your own case, and so I give you a 
final injunction which covers everything else and if you 
follow it you are sure to have been successful in re- 
ceiving the most benefit from education. The injunc- 
tion came from Emerson and is this—make a sincere 
search for the good and the true and never let yourself 
be swayed from that search. If you do this honestly 
and sincerely you can’t go wrong. The other things I 
have said are only supplementary. Let this one prin- 
ciple guide you and you will find life a happiness to you 
and to everyone with whom you come into contact. 


Make a sincere search for the good and the true and 
never let yourself be swayed from that search. 
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SENIOR TOPICS 


MONTHLY THEME: CHRISTIAN LIFE 


January 5, 1936 


Second Sunday after Christmas 
WHY I AM A CHRISTIAN 

John 20: 30, 31 
Edward G Goetz, Washington, D C.) 


(By Rev. 


Program 
Prelude 
Hymn: “Jesus Calls Us; O’er the Tumult” (P.S.H. No. 204) 
Read Responsively: Psalm 23 
Hymn: “I Was Made a Christian” (P.S.H. No. 126) 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 5:1-16 (characteristics of Christians) 
Prayer 
Offering 
Hymn: “‘O Jesus. Thou Art Standing” (P.S.H. No. 203; sing softly) 
Presentation of Topic 
Hymn: “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” (P.S.H. No. 46) 
Silent Prayer 


_. Aim: To show that Jesus Christ is a challenge to the whole 
life. His life and his love are the highest ideals toward which I 
can strive. From Him, I receive power to attain them. 


Introduction: “Here is a man who was born in an 
obscure village, the child of a peasant woman. He 
grew up in another obscure village. He worked in a 
carpenter shop until he was thirty, and then for three 
years he was an itinerant preacher. He never owned 
a home. He never held an office. He never wrote a 
book. He never had a family. He never went to col- 
lege. He never put his foot inside a big city. He 
never traveled two hundred miles from the place where 
he was born. He never did one of the things that 
usually accompany greatness. He had no credentials 
but himself. While still a young man, the tide of popu- 
lar opinion turned against him. His friends ran away. 
One of them denied him. He was turned over to his 
enemies. He went through the mockery of a trial. He 
was nailed upon a cross between two thieves. His exe- 
cutioners gambled for the only piece of property that 
he had on earth while he was dying—and that was his 
coat. When he was dead he was taken down and laid 
in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend.” 

That is a brief description of the life of Christ by 
an anonymous author, who goes on to say: “Nineteen 
centuries have come and gone; today he is the center- 
piece of the human race and the leader of the column 
of progress.” Why? Why am I a Christian? Why 
am I proud to be a follower of his, bearing his name? 
Because his life and love are the highest ideals imagin- 
able, from him I receive power to strive toward them. 

Christ’s Life 

One striking thing about the above description of 
Christ’s life is that with slight alterations of detail, it 
might well be a paragraph picture of the life of many 
persons close to us today, the common personality which 
is born, lives a commonplace life, accumulates a few of 
the world’s possessions, shares in most of the difficul- 
ties and desires that are common to man, dies and goes 
down to his grave “unhonored and unsung.” That’s the 
world’s way of writing the obituaries of most men. But 
we are Christians because Christ's life is more than 
that. Such lives do not challenge; Christ’s life does. 
I am a Christian because Christ presents a two-fold 
challenge to me: 

1. Christ’s life challenges my convictions. “Which 
of you convinceth me of sin?’ was a question which 
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Christ put to his enemies. If an ordinary man would 
dare utter a word like that, people would brand him 4 
deluded lunatic. Yet Christ dared to ask this question 
of his enemies, and he asks it of his followers, as well, 
Think of his whole life in connection with that question. 
From his birth to his death, and since then, no one has 
been able to convict him of sin. 

All who knew him could not answer his question 
affirmatively. When Judas betrayed him and they came 
out to capture him, he said: “Are you come out as 
against a thief with staves and swords for to take me? 
I sat daily with you teaching in the temple and ye 
laid no hold on me.” Later, when Judas saw Jesus 
condemned, he repented: “I have betrayed innocent 
blood.’ Three times Pilate, who was trying Jesus ad- 
mitted: “I find no fault in) him,” and then he took water 
and washed his hands and said: “I am innocent of the 
blood of this just person.” Even the thief on the cross, 


speaking to his fellow in crime said: “This man has 
done nothing amiss.” 
2. Christ’s life challenges my beliefs, “If I say 


the truth, why do you not believe?” is a further ques- 
tion he puts to the world and to me. If I can find no 
fault in him, I must believe in him. Is he not the au- 
thority that the world is seeking today, the absolute 
truth and righteousness that never changes? Let us ask 
ourselves some pertinent and practical questions. 

Do we believe that if we lived our lives as he lived 
his, we would have the absolute authority that we want 
for life? Do we believe that the world would be better 
if all lived up to the Ten Commandments and his Great 
Command? Do we believe that our social life would be 
better if we lived as he taught we should live—“love 
one another, even) as I have loved you’? What a chal- 
lenge he is making to our beliefs! “If I tell you the 
truth, why do you not believe?” I am a Christian be- 
cause I believe his principles of living are the best pos- 
sible and practicable. 

3. Christ’s life challenges me with a promise: “If 
any one holds to what I say, he will never see death.” 
To believe means to do, or our beliefs die. Here we 
have the great promise that we shall never see death if 
we hold to what he says. Man’s greatest desire is to 
live, here and hereafter. We want to live here in the 
memories of our fellows and in the influence that we 
have wielded over others. And most of all, we want to 
live in eternity. Here Christ promises all this to us, 
I am a Christian because I believe Christ when he says: 
“He that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live.” 


Christ’s Love 

Life expresses itself in love. I am a Christian, also, 
because Christ’s love challenges me. As a beautiful sum- 
mer sunset challenges the painter, a stately cathedral 
challenges the architect and a majestic symphonic mel- 
ody calls forth the best powers of appreciation from the 
musician, so the love of our divine Saviour presents 
powerful privileges and possibilities of love to my per- 
sonality. His deeds of love were so many that the 
gospel writer says of them: “if they should be written 
everyone, I suppose that even the world itself could 
not contain the books that should be written.” 

1. Christ’s love was sympathetic and understanding, 
Call it whatever you want, what half the world is eating 
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its heart out to find in the other half is love that is 
sympathetic and understanding. Whenever anything 
has gone wrong with living, and hearts have been torn 
apart, it has been because someone has been looking for 
love that is sympathetic and understanding and has not 
found it. Victor Herbert’s song is correct—“’tis love, 
and love alone the world is seeking.” 

It was just this sort of a love that went out from 
Jesus to all who came in contact with him, even if it was 
no more than touching the garment’s hem. 


One day they brought unto him a woman who had 
been taken in an open sinful life. They would have 
openly disgraced and punished her. But not even look- 
ing up, the Master’s love expressed itself in sympathetic 
understanding of her and them, and he said: “Let him 
that is without sin among you cast the first stone.” 


Strange and restless desires were moving in the 
heart of Matthew, the publican and tax-gatherer. Jesus 
stopped at his counting table one day and chatted with 
him. Matthew came from the back of that counter into 
the hot dust of the long road with Christ because the 
synipathetic and understanding love of the Master 
warmed his uneasy heart. 

Jesus paused by the side of a boat and looked down 
into the soul of a disappointed and moody fisherman 
as he mended his nets. That fisherman left all the 
peacefulness of that blue lake and followed Christ to 
the end, which for him was a crucifixion with head 
downward, on a cross in Rome. That man was Peter, 
who had experienced many times in his life the love of 
the Christ who sympathetically understood him. 


Livingstone, though his body had been burned with 
Africa’s fever, and his arm had been made useless by 
the bite of a lion, could not be persuaded to remain 
in England. He returned to the wilds of the land he 
loved, to show to the natives Christ’s sympathy and 
understanding love, which had meant so much to him. 


2. Christ’s love was limitless. The person of the 
Good Samaritan in Jesus’ great parable is but a picture 
of the limitless love of Christ. “I am the Good Shep- 
herd; the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep” is 
his own testimony to that love. Christ’s love was and 
is always going out beyond the love that we know here. 

What greater love could there be than this: “God 
so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.’ That love is limitless in its ap- 
plication, “whosoever” and its extent, “everlasting life.” 


Jesus lived this life of limitless love. It expressed 
itself in limitless forgiveness. Peter, when he asked him 
the question: “Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against 
me and I forgive him?—till seven times,” knew what 
his answer meant: “I say not unto thee. until seven 
times but until seventy times seven.” That is love that 
counts not the cost and will endlessly forgive. It is 
that sort of love that every Christian has experienced 
from him. I am a Christian because there is power for 
me flowing from his limitless store of love, for his 
prayer: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do” included me. I am continually drawing on that 
divine love. 

Conclusion 

Why am I a Christian? Because Christ still lives 

and loves today. “I have come that ye might have life 
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and that ye might have it more abundantly.” His liy- 
ing personality is my life’s possibility, through faith in 
him and the power of the Holy Spirit. 


He built no temple, yet the farthest sea 
Can yield no shore that barren of His place 
For bended knee. 


He wrote no book, and yet his words and prayer 
Are intimate om many myriad tongues, 
Are counsel everywhere. 


The life He lived has never been assailed, 
Nor any precept, as He lived it, yet 
Has ever failed. 


He built no kingdom, yet a king from youth 
He reigned, is reigning yet; they call His realm 
The Kingdom of the Truth. 


January 12, 1936 


First Sunday after Epiphany 


CONQUERING DOUBT 
John 14:6-14 


(By Rev. Edward G. Goetz, Washington, D. C.) 


Program 


Prelude 

Sentence Prayers by Leaguers 

Hymn: “If God Himself Be For Me” (P.S.H. No. 303) 
Scripture Reading: John 20:19-29 

Read Responsively: Psalm 27 

Offering (While solo, “Hold Thou My Hand’ ~is_ sung) 
Hymn; ‘What a Friend We Have In Jesus” (P.S.H. No. 240) 
Presentation of Topic 

Hymn: “Our God, Our Help In Ages Past” (P.S.H. No. 352) 
Lord’s Prayer 


Bibliography 
Sherwood Eddy: The Faith of Honest Doubt (Geo. H. Doran 
Company). ; 
G. A. Buttrick: The Christian Fact and Modern Doubt 
(Scribners). 


Aim: To show that honest doubt is born of a desire to know; 
therefore, it is a doorway to truth. It is conquered by deeds. 


Introduction: As we consider together, this month, 
the theme “The Christian Life,” let us remember that one 
of the twelve first followers of Christ was a doubter. 
His name was Thomas, and we might have given him 
the degree of D.D.—Didymus, the Doubter. Doubt has 
been the challenging companion of many Christians 
from the beginning. Yet, ‘Time was when men the 
doubter killed” and the church called him wicked and 
excommunicated him. We believe Jesus chose Thomas 
despite his doubts, maybe because of them, for honest 
doubt is a healthy yearning in any heart. 

Doubt implies not Unbelief 

But rather seeks for that relief 

Which only certainty can give 
Otherwise we're like the brutes \ 
Who only live-—Elihu Vedder. 

Doubt Is Born of Desire 

When our fellow-follower, Thomas, came to Christ, 
deep in his heart there was a desire to know, “Lord, we 
know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the 
way?’ This was his earnest desire. The honest doubter 
is the person who does not know, but who honestly de- 
sires to know. Jesus replied: “If ye had known me, 
ye should have known my Father, also; and from hence- 
forth ye know him and have seen him.” Christ’s answer 
is a definite assertion that to know God is the most vital 
truth that any man can know. “This is life eternal that 
they might know thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom thou hast sent.” (John 17:3.) 


When desire is silenced, life stops. This is true of 
physical, mental and spiritual life. When our bodies 
stop. desiring food and they cease completely all the 
functions of digestion, assimilation and elimination, they 
die. When our minds cease to desire to know, they 
stop growing. When Christians cease to ask honest 
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questions, they cease to progress, for normal minds and 
souls are seeking minds and souls. The mind that has 
no questions is like a silver dollar secreted in a stocking. 
It earns nothing; a satisfied mind learns nothing. The 
greatest thing in life is desire. Thomas’ desire led him 
to question Jesus. Philip also had a longing to see God 
when he said: “Lord, show us the Father and it suf- 
ficeth us.” 

The refusal to seek, to search, inquire, to desire 
and to learn is to settle down to stagnation. What do 
you think of the boy who wants to quit school? What 
do you think of the girl who deliberately turns her back 
upon college when her parents are well able, and willing, 
to send and support her? What do you think of the 
man who does not want to read? 

Let us remember that all the great forces and 
mighty influences upon humanity challenge our desires 
to learn, to inquire, to question, to discover. The life 
that is without a desire is the life that is ready to quit. 
“The search for the truth of things is the fire that feeds 
the flame of life.” So we see that coupled with desires 
there will be questionings and doubts, for we will always 
question and doubt when we know in part, and until we 
know the whole truth. Doubt is born of desire. 


Doubt Is a Doorway 

When our desires cause us to doubt, we realize that 
underneath them there is dissatisfaction with that which 
we already know. That dissatisfaction grows out of a 
desire to know more. Thus doubt becomes a doorway 
to truth. Desire is the doorknob on the door of doubt. 
When desire has turned the knob and we look through 
the door of doubt, we find ourselves longing for larger 
liberties and knowledge, and cramped by our present 
quarters. Spiritually honest doubt becomes an opening 
through which we grope to find rocks upon which to 
build firmer foundations for a larger life. 

Doorways are only exits or entrances; they are 
never rooms in themselves. They are merely portals 
through which we pass. We dare not stand in them. 
As Kant says: “Doubt can never be a permanent resting 
place for the reason; its function is transitional.” The 
man who spends his whole day standing in the doorway 
never has his house in order and never sees the houses 
of others to inspire him to make his house better. We 
cannot stand in the doorways of doubt, either. We 
must go back and put our our spiritual houses in order, 
or go forth from them to newer and larger ones. Doubt 
is— 


—as essential as the eye 

For ’tis the prism of the mind 
Making a Spectrum where we find 
The lines of truth better defined 
To which we’re blind.—Vedder. 


All advance has been made through the doorway of 
doubt. Columbus doubted that the world was flat and 
from this harbor in his mind, he sailed to prove his 
theory that the earth was a ball. Copernicus’ doubt 
opened to the world the present accepted theory of the 
universe. Luther doubted the man-made method of 
mediation of the church of his time, and through this 
doorway he passed to open the larger one of faith. 

What are we doing with our doubts? We may 
stand in them with fear or with faith. Fear will cause 
us to falter and turn back, to find our houses empty. 
Faith will be a light in our hand to beckon us forward 
to larger life and understanding. 
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1. Doubt demands that we face facts. That’s what 
Thomas wanted to do when he said: “Except I shall see 
in his hands the nails,—I will not believe.” (John 20:25.) 
That is what John the Baptist did when he was in a 
lonely prison down by the Dead Sea. He doubted 
whether Jesus was the Messiah. But he did not brood 
over it until it developed unbelief, bitterness and hatred. 
He did not consult his disciples who were bringing dis- 
couraging reports, or with the Pharisees, the enemies of 
Jesus, or with the Sadducees, the agnostics of the day. 
He sent directly to Jesus himself and asked for further 
light—“Art thou he that should come or do we look 
for another?” That was absolutely facing facts as John 
looked through his prison door of doubt. Christians of 
today must do likewise by facing Jesus in prayer, medi- 
tation and Bible study. 

2. Doubt demands faith. Faith is the light in the 
doubter’s hand that shines out beyond. what the eye can 
see and the mind can reason. Faith does not believe 
in God as a mere abstraction. We dare not believe in 
God as we believe in the North poles as a possible 
something located somewhere. Faith believes in the 
“Living God” who is the “Rewarder of them that seek 
him.” The sailor believes in the North Star, not only 
because he sees it, but because he guides his course by 
it. That is the living faith that we must have as we step 
through the doorway of doubt, to a larger life with the 
Lord. Faith demands God as an irreducible minimum 
for life, from which we start, and to which we may 
always return and find there, waiting for us. 

Doubt Disappears By Doing 

Christ challenged Philip when he doubted, “Believe 
me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me; or 
else believe me for the very works’ sake.” If Philip 
could not believe in him, he was asked to believe in him 
for what he had done. The same was true in John the 
Baptist’s case. The Master said: “Go and show John 
again those things which ye do hear and see; the blind 
receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up and 
the poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed 
is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.” Jesus 
pointed to his deeds in both cases, and inferred that 
they would dispel the shades of doubt. Even today, the 
person who doubts Christ cannot doubt Christian influ- 
ence in the world. 

Doubt is conquered, not only by witnessing the 
Lord’s works of love, but by deciding, when we doubt, to 
deliberately do some of these deeds ourselves. The hon- 
est doubter is the man who does not know, but who 
wants to know. To this man Jesus comes with his in- 
vitation, “If any man will do his will, he shall know of 
the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether it be of 
men.” And if we are honest, we dare not ignore this 
challenge. 

A legend tells us Thomas was still troubled with 
doubts after the ascension of Christ. To get rid of them, 
he decided to tell the other Apostles. But Paul was 
busy bringing the Gospel to the Greeks. Philip was 
deeply interested in writing an epistle to the churches 
he had founded. Peter had gone to Caesarea to preach. 
No one had time for poor Thomas. Downcast and per- 
plexed, he decided to go down to Joppa to see Dorcas, 
the philanthropic sympathetic sister. But he was disap- 
pointed here, too, as in Jerusalem, for Dorcas had been 
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ill and to make up for lost time, she was doing double 
duty in delivering the poor from their distresses. So 
having accomplished nothing. 
On the way he began to think. Suddenly it dawned on 
him that he alone had doubts. The others had none, 
probably because they were too busy to entertain them. 
The legend relates further that Thomas then and 
there decided to preach the Gospel to the Parthians, 
which resolution he carried out, and never again was he 
troubled with doubts. Our doubts will also disappear 
by doing “His will on earth, as it is done in heaven.” 


Thomas returned home, 


January 19, 1936 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 


FOLLOWING THE MASTER 
John 15 :8-12 


Edward G. Goetz, Washington, D. C.) 


(By Rev. 


Program 

Prelude 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 16 :21-28 

Prayer (Remembering followers of Christ who have preceded us— 
Apostles, Reformers, Missionaries, Pioneers, Parents, etc.) 

Hymn: ‘Faith of Our Fathers, Living Stil’? (P!S-H. No. 139) 

The Apostles’ Creed (to express our faith) 

Hymn: “We Give Thee But Thine Own” (P.S.H. No. 280) 
(Sing above while offering is being received, remembering— 
giving is a principle of discipleship) 

Presentation of Topic 

Hymn: “May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill’ (P.S.H. No. 281) 


Silent Prayer 

Aim: To show that to be a true follower of the Master is to 
live a life of love as he lived it. Thus we are challenged, by him, 
to a life of sacrifice, of sincerity and of service. 


Introduction: In the first topic in this series, we 
noted that Jesus is a challenge to us all, if we take him 
seriously. His life and love are standards toward which 
we should all strive. Tio be followers of his, we must 
meet the challenge he presents to us. From the dawn 
of history men have challenged men. “In days of old 
when knights were bold” the challenge was given to an 
enemy by throwing down a steel gauntlet at his feet. 
In our early childhood, we challenged our rivals by plac- 
ing a chip on our shoulders and daring them to knock it 
off, or we drew a chalk ring around our feet and chal- 
lenged our opponents to step inside. The Master chal- 
lenges his friends and followers to a life of sacrifice, 
sincerity and service. 


Sacrifice of Self 

Sacrifice has always had its sacred significance. The 
principle of sacrifice permeates the history of mankind 
practically from the beginning. Biblically we go back 
to Cain and Abel and their sacrifices, and from this as 
a starting point, we trace the history of sacrifice to its 
culminating crown on Calvary, where Christ, who is 
now challenging us, made the supreme sacrifice for our 
sins and in our stead. 

From that period to the present, its historical mean- 
ing has been changed, as everything becomes sublime 
in the hands of the Saviour. Until Christ died on the 
cross, to sacrifice was to kill life, either vegetable or 
animal, and to offer it as a sweet-smelling savor to God. 
With the Master. it takes on a new meaning. No more 
is it the killing of life, rather, it is a crown for life. 
With him, it means not forfeiting life, but finding life. 
“He that findeth his life, shall lose it; and he that loseth 
his life for my sake, shall find it’’ (Matthew 10:39.) 
Paul, the great follower of the Master, endorses this 
same ideal when he says, (Romans 12:1): “I beseech 
you by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies 
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a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
your reasonable service.” 

What part should sacrifice play in our lives, as 
present-day followers of the Master? There is danger 
of sacrifice losing its spiritual significance for us whose 
religion has come to us so easily. We have made sacri- 
fice somewhat of a social stigma. ‘We fear to sacrifice 
for our religion these days, lest our friends forsake us. 
The friends of the world shun the companionship of 
Christians whom they think will cramp their un-Chris- 
tian cravings. 

We must get back to sacrifice in its true and sacred 
As a word, it comes from two Latin words, 
“sacer” (sacred) and “facere” (to make). To sacrifice 
literally means “to make sacred.” Man has made it a 
principle of giving up something, in the sense of for- 
saking it. The Master made it a principle of giving 
something a sacred gift to God, our lives, holy and ac- 
ceptable in his sight. This is Christ’s challenge to his 
followers—to sacrifice. To do so is to sacramentalize 
ourselves for spiritual sainthood. 


Sincerity In Suffering 

Immediately we say: “The Christian life is not to be 
lived that easily.” Well do we all know that there are 
crosses to bear and burdens to share. To follow Christ 
closely means to face suffering, undoubtedly. The Chris- 
tian knows he has strength in Christ, and therefore can 
face suffering sincerely. 

As Jesus went about his life and labor, there was 
sounded by him the outstanding note of sincerity.. His 
love for mankind demanded it. We do not know how 
soon he realized the necessity of the cross. But this 
we do know, that he faced the cross conscientiously 
when once he realized that only through his crucifixion 
could the crown of life be captured for the children of 
the world. He may have been conscious of it already 
at the age of twelve, when at the temple, he put the 
question to his parents: ‘‘Wist ye not that I should be 
about my father’s business?” 

After his fame had spread abroad through all Gali- 
lee, he returned to Nazareth, his home village, to preach. 
Here they wondered at his gracious words, but he was 
the prophet of his own country and they accepted him 
not. In their wrath they cast him out of the city and 
led him to the brow of a hill, from which they wanted 
to cast him headlong. But he passed through their 
midst, and in spite of this persecution, journeyed to 
Capernaum, where he sincerely stated his purpose, “I 
must preach the kingdom of God, to other cities also, 
for therefore am I sent.” (Luke 4:43.) 

After the first miracle at Cana, and after he cleansed 
the temple of its merchandising, the Jews were embit- 
tered and wanted to destroy him. To them, he said: 
“Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it 
up.” (John 2:19.) He spoke of the temple of his body, 
which would be cruelly calked on the cross. He knew 
he must die and he faced this suffering sincerely. 

These and many other incidents in the Master’s life 
all show his determination and sincerity in facing the 
suffering of the cross. 

Sincerity is a word with an interesting history. It 
is said that the Roman sculptors of old filled the imper- 
fections in their statuary with wax. These imperfections 
were not noticed at first, but as time and weather beat 


sense. 
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upon them, the wax disappeared and the blemishes were 
visible. But the perfect statue had marked at its base 
the words “sine” (without) and “cere” (wax)—‘“without 
wax,” 

True followers of Christ are sincere, even in facing 
suffering. We need more of this spirit-filled determina- 
tion of the Master in our lives, Christianity is square 
and clean-cut in its principles; it is not conditional in 
any sense. Because there are no “ifs” and “buts” about 
it, there are crosses to bear. “If anyone come after me, 
—let him take up his cross and follow me.” We must 
face the issues squarely with a sincerity like that of our 
Saviour. 'We dare not compromise Christ’s cause by 
“cutting off the corners” of Christian principles when 
they are difficult to practice or contrary to the easier 
ways of the world. To make loop-holes in our religion 
and to fill them with the wax of worldliness is to carve 
imperfect Christian characters. We must face our 
crosses with Christ, surmount our suffering sincerely. 
This is the price we must pay for the power we desire 
as his followers. 

Service Made Sublime 

The loyal follower of the Lord who has truly sacri- 
ficed self and been sincere in suffering will naturally 
make service sublime. Service is a silver star shining 
in the sky of Scriptural injunctions. “They that be wise 
shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they 
that turn many to righteousness, as the stars for ever 
and ever.” (Daniel 12:3.) “Serve the Lord with glad- 
ness.” (Psalms 100:2.) “Pure religion and undefiled 
before God and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless 
and widows in their affliction and to keep himself un- 
spotted from the world.’ (James 1:27.) ‘Whosoever 
will be great among you, let him be your minister; and 
whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your 
servant; even as the Son of Man came not to be min- 
istered unto, but to minister and give his life a ransom 
for many.” (Matthew 20:26-28.) The Master, “who 
went about doing good” is here and calleth for thee— 
“Come”—‘‘Follow me.” Service is great in the galaxy 
of Gospel glories; it dare mot lose its brilliancy in our 
behavior. We need constantly to pursue the pages of 
Holy Writ and study its poignant and pungent para- 
graphs pertaining to the principle of service. 

The light of some heavenly bodies is only the re- 
flected glory of the sun. The Christian should reflect the 
glory of the Sun of Righteousness, Christ. In this inat- 
ter of service, we must bring back brilliancy to our 
lives by polishing them with the oil of human kindness 
and helpfulness, that Christ’s glory may shed its rays 
through us. Too often men have ministered to the 
masses because they have thought it would enrich and 
elevate their egos. Too much of our so-called service 
is on that level. Service for the sake of gain for self 
is not service at all, but selfishness. Service in Christ’s 
kingdom is not a tedious task, but a power-filled ptivi- 
lege. Yet how often when we are asked to do something 
in the Church, we recklessly refuse by saying. “I have 
no time.” Time is trivial for the true-hearted Christian. 
In service with the Saviour means we are enlisted en- 
signs of eternity. 

Sacrifice, sincerity and service must be foremost 
with the followers of Christ. This is the price we must 
pay, if we would possess his power, reach his royalty 
and inherit his infinity. 
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The Modern Saint 


He looks not holy; simple in his belief; 
His creed for mystic visions do not scan; 
His face has lines cut there by others’ grief, 
And in his eyes is love of fellow man. 


Not self nor self-salvation is his care; 

He yearns to make the world a sunnier clime 
To live in; and his mission everywhere 

Is strangely like the Christ’s in olden time. 


No medieval mystery, no crowned 

Dim figure, halo-ringed, uncanny bright, 

A Modern Saint! A man who treads earth’s ground 

And ministers to men with all his might. 
—Richard Burton 


January 26, 1936 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 
“OUR CHRIST FOR OLD CHINA” 


Annual Missionary Day 
(See Page 2 for Special Program for this Annual Missionary 


Day. They are sent free upon request. Order from the Luther 
League of America, Muhlenberg Building, 1228 Spruce Street, 


Philadelphia, Pa.) 
(SUGGESTED HELPS FOR TALKS ON PROGRAM) 


Christ, My Soul’s Chief Treasure 

1. Treasures are of different values. 

2. Spiritual treasures the most valuable. 

3. The soul’s greatest spiritual treasure is Christ. 
Matthew 13:44-66. 

Christ was a hidden treasure, an unknown pearl to 
men. He had been hidden in types and shadows of 
Jewish worship, yet he was present in the world. John 
the Baptist had to say: “Behold there standeth one 
among you whom ye know not.” The treasure was 
hidden in the field, many walked right over it, without 
so much as dreaming it was there. Is not this still 
true? Christ says: “the kingdom is within you,’ should 
we not try and find the treasure? Should we not be like 
the wise men who followed the star to find the pearl of 
great price, that we may pour all our treasures at the 
feet of the Child who is the Light of the world? Jesus 
is our Pearl of Great Price. May we each find Him. 

The glad thing to know is that Jesus, our Treasure 
and Pearl, is sure to be found by searching. Then when 
He is found and we have made the sacrifice, He is a 
very precious Treasure and Pearl indeed. Have you 
found this Treasure? If so, you are rich. See that you 
hold fast the Treasure you have found. 


Christ, A Treasure I Cannot Keep 

1. A young man who came to Jesus. 

2. The answer of Jesus. 

3. Sharing our Christ with others. 

You remember that a young man once came to 
Jesus trying to solve a problem of how he could have 
a religious experience in his own heart. You remember 
he had told Jesus that he had carefully observed every 
moral law and had entered into every sort of religious 
service and activity. Jesus told him that all this was 
fine, but that one thing stood in his way. Instead of 
placing God at the very center of his life this young 
man had placed there his money and his social position. 

Let us look for a moment at what Jesus said was 
the heart of religion. 

Jesus here puts the heart of religion into these few 
words, “And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength.” The second is this, “Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” It sounds very 
simple and we repeat it very easily. But to do these 
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two things to love God and love our neighbors takes 
everything in us. 

When Jesus spoke of loving our neighbors he meant 
that our whole personality should: be:centered upon shar- 
ing with other people the Christ who reigns in our 
hearts and make life mean more to each one we meet. 

Christ as the treasure of our life, a treasure that is 
sure and eternal, a treasure that gives us satisfaction. 
Having found the treasure Christ precious to our souls 
we cannot keep it a secret so we tell others and Christ 
to them becomes a treasure of great price. 


Christ, the Treasure Inexhaustible 

1. Material treasures may become 
(“And when he had spent all there arose a mighty 
famine in that land; and he began to be in want.’— 
Luke 15:14.) 

2. The Inexhaustible Treasure is available to every- 
one. (“Therefore, let no man glory in men. For all 
things are yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, 
or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or 
things to come; all are yours, and ye are Christ’s; and 
Christ is God’s.”’—I Corinthians 3:21-23.) 

3. Christ is the Treasure Inexhaustible. (“And 
Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world.”—Matthew 28:18-20.) 

These three verses which come at the close of the 
Gospel of Matthew give us the final words of Jesus 
Christ unto His disciples, and they express the deepest 
longing in the soul of the Master for those who would 
build His kingdom on earth. In these words is the 


exhausted. 
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commission to those who seek to accomplish God’s will 
in the world. In these words is a vital message, em- 
phasized again and again, as they are found in sub- 
stance at the close of each of the four gospels and again 
in the opening chapter of the Book of Acts. Surely 
they are of great import or they would not occur five 
times in the New Testament. These verses point us to 
the Treasure Inexhaustible, assures us that we may pos- 
sess this Treasure, and tells us our responsibility. These 
verses contain a quartet of “alls.” 

(1) “All Power.’—“All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth.’ The meaning is that we are 
companying with One who has infinite reserves to place 
at our disposal. The power of God is a great trust 
given to Christians in their hour of need. 

(2) “All Nations.’—Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations.” Here Christ says in revised form what He 
said in one of His parables: “The field is the world.” 
In these five one syllable words we have the scope of 
the witnessing which the Christian is asked to do for 
the Lord. The Christian must be a world citizen. 
Christ is the world’s Saviour. 

(3) “All Things.’—“Baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost: 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you.” Here are the two great departments 
of Christian activity, evangelism and education (baptiz- 
ing and teaching). We possess a religion which is all 
sufficient for all the needs of men, if we but give men 
the whole of that religion. 

(4) “Adlway.”’—“‘And lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world.’ Henry Martyn once said, 
“My principal enjoyment is the enjoyment of God’s 
presence.” The people who have a vital religion in their 
lives are sustained and upheld by an unseen Presence. 
Christ, the Treasure Inexhaustible is always available. 
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THE JANUARY INTERMEDIATE TOPICS 


January 5, 1936 


PIONEERING WITH CHRIST 
Mark 16:14-20 

To Leader: Remember that you have two sources to draw 
from for the study of this topic and the rest of the fifty-one topics 
of 1936. You have the Review and the Intermediate Quarterly 
Helps. Neither is complete in itself. The use of either without the 
other is getting only half the loaf. The material in the quarterlies 
consists of Suggested Program, Hymns, Prayer, Daily Bible Read- 
ings, Thoughts on the Topic, Quotations, Questions and sometimes 
a subject for debate. The cost is very small. Order a sample copy 
and try it out. 

Encourage use of quarterlies for Daily Bible Reading. 

The leader should be prepared and be present fifteen minutes 
before the devotional meeting is scheduled to start. 

_, the chairs should be arranged neatly and the hymn books and 

Bibles out ready for use. 

The pianist should start playing the first hymn several minutes 
before the meeting is to start. 

Always start the meeting on time. 
or anybody. 

Check all sorts of disturbances quickly. 

Encourage discussion. 

Demand members speak plainly and audibly. 

Have as many members take part as possible. 

Receive offering with dignity and silence. 

Consider this serious business. 


Never wait for anything 


Discourage giggling. 


Topic 

Today we begin a series of ten topics on Pioneering 

with Christ. They will run through the first three 

months of the year, excepting the last Sunday of each 
month. 

Why study about pioneering anyway? 

cause the road is not open and clear. 


It isn’t be- 
Didn’t Jesus say, 


“T am the Way, the Truth and the Life?” Pioneering 
is necessary still because of the nature of the individual 
Christian; and remember too, the devil has many lures 
and wiles to lead one off the open way. 


Individually each Christian must steadily ‘climb the 
Way that has been opened up by the Lord Jesus, and 
Who, for the asking, becomes his Sure and Silent Guide. 


You may have faith born of your parents, but that 
faith must be exercised and proven. You may believe, 
but that belief must be tested and found not wanting. 
You may love, but that love must be tried out, not only 
among friends, but enemies as well. You may not cheat, 
or lie, or steal or kill, or profane the name of Jesus; 
that is, under present circumstances, but that doesn’t 
say you'll not do these things under pressing circum- 
stances. 

What Is a Pioneer? 

A pioneer is one who first cuts out a trail for him- 
self. Each time he retraces that trail the going is that 
less harder. Each time you win a battle against wrong 
and unbelief the victory is that much nearer. 


You May Get Off the Trail 
The Prodigal Son did just that. His lusts and the 
devil led him far from home. Fortunately for him the 
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love-pull of his father and a good home were stronger 
than his evil ways and shame. But how many like him 
never know the way back home and must die in their 
sin and shame? A good pioneer will not be lost long. 
His sense of judgment and direction will get him back 
on the right trail. 


You may not purposely leave the trail as did the 
Prodigal Son. There are other ways of losing the trail. 
You may do it thoughtlessly, like the hunter who follows 
the tracks of some big game and does not watch the 
direction he’s going or the time and gets lost in the 
night. Many are the youth who have innocently fol- 
lowed big notions to find themselves lost before they 
realized it. In your search for things be satisfied with 
whatever the Lord has put within your reach along the 
way of honest and upright living. 


What Service Does a Pioneer Render? 

He goes before and prepares the way for others to 
follow. He is one “who blazes the trail’. 

His work is naturally more difficult, for the dangers 
and obstacles he must face are greater. Those who 
come after him are helped by his pioneering sacrifices 
and efforts. 

Herein is the urge for pioneering. To be conscious 
that you are making the trail easier for others who fol- 
low lends romance and provides inspiration to do one’s 
best. 

Jesus blazed the Christian trail for all of us. He 
made the “great sacrifice” and in so doing He showed 
us the Father and the way to the Father. It must have 
thrilled Jesus, in spite of all His sufferings and heart- 
aches, to open up the way for all men to take. 

It should be our greatest thrill in life to make living 
for others more easy and pleasant. Our example at 
home, among younger boys and girls, in the League— 
everywhere—can become the example of a pioneer if 
we will only think less of ourselves, and more of others. 


Some Marks of a Christian Pioneer 

1. A pioneer must be willing to accept what is not 
altogether clear to him. He is lead on by faith. Ex- 
ample: “I am profitably engaged in reading the Bible. 
Take all of this Book upon reason you can and the bal- 
ance of faith and you will live and die a better man”. 
—Lincoln. 

2. A pioneer for Christ is one who takes Christ 
seriously. He has but one command—“Go!” 

3. A pioneer must be a person of courage. 
one who sticks to his task and never says “die”. 


He is 


4. A pioneer is one who not only clears the lands 
of forests and wild beasts, but also clears his own heart 
of all forms of evil. He must possess the power to 
inspire others to greater and nobler living, 

5. A pioneer is happy. The rugged and simple 
life makes him see the sunny side of life. He can’t 
afford to be blue and downcast. He keeps a joyous 
spirit, never pities himself, is happy all the way. 


January 12, 1936 
A PIONEER IS REVERENT 
Matthew 5:1-12 
A pioneer is one who goes before and prepares the 
way for others. You have heard it said of many people 
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“that they were pioneers”, that is, they were first in 
opening up the way into some unknown and unchartered 
field. It may have been in religion, science, literature, 
discovery of land, aviation, etc. 


In this year’s series of Pioneer Studies we have in 
mind, not the fields into which pioneers have explored, 
but the qualities that make the pioneer great and his 
work a blessing to all who follow him. 

Today we study that a pioneer is reverent. Genesis 
12:1-8 tells about a God-fearing and God-loving pioneer, 
who was reverent. That person was Abram. Now 
Abram was one of God’s great pioneers. While he was 
a discoverer of new lands for God’s people, he was more 
interested in discovering and disclosing the right way 
to honor and revere God. 

So, the first thing Abram did when he pitched his 
tent was to set up an altar unto the Lord. Around this 
altar Abram and his people gathered in worship and 
sacrifice unto the Lord. In other words Abram was 
reverent. 

What does it mean to be reverent? It means to 
recognize God as the Giver of all good and perfect gifts; 
to thank Him at all times for all His favors and to live 
in a way pleasing to Him. 

To be reverent means that we will have an eye to 
the God who shows us so many kindnesses. We know 
what it means to our parents when we honor them for 
their many deeds of love. They feel happy about it. 
They pride themselves in having grateful children. In 
the same manner God rejoices in those of His people 
who revere and honor Him. Only a sluggard goes 
through life without showing gratitude to God for His 
blessings. 

To be reverent means that we personally will be 
honored and respected by others. Only such persons 
who live for God live permanently in the thoughts and 
admiration of their fellow men. Evil-doers are soon 
forgotten, while God-wooers are always remembered. 
It should be our chief ambition to please God and win 
His words of praise: “well done, thou good and faithful 
servant”. 

To be reverent means that we will hold conversa- 
tion with God and keep up a lively correspondence with 
Him. Friends having things in common keep in touch 
with one another. They are happiest when in company 
together. If separated they write back and forth. Conver- 
sation with God is needed to keep up friendship with 
heaven. God speaks to us through the Bible, the Sacra- 
ments and the preaching of His Word; while we speak 
to Him through prayer, worship and deeds of mercy. To 
be reverent we must show reverence. Hence the neces- 
sity of going to church, of prayer, of Bible reading and 
of good deeds. 

To be reverent means self-surrender of things. Some 
people either get too big or they get too big things to 
any longer bother about God. Always remember that 
God is bigger than all of us together and of all things 
we may possess or do. Keeping humble in the sight of 
God is a necessary act of reverence. To be reverent 
means that in the things we do and discover we are 
merely gathering up the crumbs from God’s great mir- 
acle of creation. Just as a discoverer merely finds what 
has already existed, so we can only hope to think the 
thoughts of God after Him. God is the great Pioneer. 
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Let’s not fool ourselves in believing that we can enrich 
ourselves by robbing God. 

To be reverent means that we will look upon the 
property of the church with pride and always consider it 
as the property of God. We will not intentionally de- 
stroy anything about the church. Our pocket knives 
will not be used to whittle the chairs and tables. Win- 
dows will not be used as targets. When we use the 
church dishes we will take every care to keep from break- 
ing them. 

To be reverent means that we will go into the great 
out-of-doors with consideration for the beauties of nature 
and make every attempt to preserve that beauty. We 
will see in nature the handiwork of God. We will leave 
the picnic grounds or camp site in cleanly order. We 
will not strew trash and cans about, but burn up and 
bury what we cannot get rid of otherwise. A reverent 
pioneer in the woods thinks of the fellow who will 
follow him, and desires that he shall have as clean a 
place for enjoyment as desired for himself. 

To be reverent means that we will consider aged 
folk and do all in our power to show the common cour- 
tesies due old age. We will give up our seat in any 
public conveyance or place of gathering to them. We 
will assist them to carry any burdens too heavy for 
their feeble strength. We will regard mother and father 
in their old age as our special care. We will respect 
the person and advice of our elders. 

To be reverent means that boyhood will honor girl- 
hood. Pioneers of old esteemed womanhood. They 
fought and died for a lady. The thought of winning a 
good woman should inspire any boy to noble living and 
noble doing. 


What else have you to say in connection with rev- 
erence? 


January 19, 1936 
A PIONEER IS COURAGEOUS 
Joshua 1:7; Luke 9:51 

Courage is almost entirely associated by some peo- 
ple with war. No one discredits the bravery men show 
on the battlefield, but it takes far greater courage to 
live in the din of everyday life than it does on a shell- 
rent battle ground. 

The greatest patriots are not always the men who 
fight and kill their neighbors, but the men and women 
who fight against and slay the evils of society, and who 
war against the wicked desires and tendencies of their 
own lives. 

Another source of courage that is over-rated by 
people is the physical. Prize fights and wrestling bouts, 
even horse racing, have their clamorous following. In 
Spain it’s bull fighting and in Mexico, cock fighting, 

Since we are concerned with a different type of 
courage than is shown on either the battlefield or the 
arena, let us give thought to times and places where we 
need “to dare to be a Daniel” and “dare to stand alone”, 

Strength of mind is of supreme importance. To 
have an ideal and push it through to the end of life is 
evidence of the finest type of courage, 

The road of high purposes has many by-paths to 
lead one astray, so that the pioneer who keeps doggedly 


ahead has in him the stuff that makes real heroes of 
men. 
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Strength to carry out honest convictions is needed 
today. Men seem easily bought with one sort of sop or 
another. Like Esau they have a price and are ready 
to sell out to the highest bidder. 

Strength to obey the law manifests courage. All 
law seems to be in disrepute, even the unwritten law of 
courtesy and good manners. On the highway even a 
gentleman becomes a horn-tooting fool when held up 
by a red light. 

Strength to obey the moral law is hard put these 
days of scant and repelling thinking on the subject of 
what is right and what is wrong morally. What we 
need is more courage of the pioneer God-man. 

Finally, strength is needed to follow God’s word, 
heeding the advice of Moses to Joshua, “to turn not 
from it to the right hand or to the left”. So many 
voices call and give other advice that only the courage 
inspired by true faith pulls a man through. 


Gem Thoughts 

Be an Esther and say, “If I perish, I perish ”— 
Esther 4:16. 

Be a Luther and say, “Here I stand, I can do no 
other.” 

Be a Ruth and say, “Thy people shall be my people, 
and thy God my God.”—Ruth 1:16. 

Be a Christ-like boy or girl and say, “Wist ye not 
that I must be about my Father’s business?”—Luke 2:49. 

Be a truth-teller, no matter what happens. To lie 
to escape trouble often leads one into more and greater 
trouble, and loses for one the respect of friends. 

Be a Boy Scout—always ready to give your life to 
save another. 

Be a Teddy Roosevelt or a Helen Keller and con- 
quer physical handicaps. 

Be a “good sport” on the side of Jesus, and have 
a sharp “no” for the crowd that would entice you into 
wrong doing. Better to blush before the crowd than 
to be ashamed before yourself and loved ones. 


Quotations 


It takes a little courage and a little self-control 

And some grim determination if you want to reach a goal; 

It takes a deal of striving and a firm and stern-set chin, 

No matter what the battle, if you’re really out to win. 

There’s a rule in life to guide you if you seek prosperity: 

“Never put your wishbone where your backbone ought to_he.” 

—Selected 

Give me a mind that is not bound, 


That does not whimper, whine or sigh; 
Don’t let me worry over much 
About the fussy thing called I. 
—Anonymous 
How To Develop Courage 

Courage is the opposite of fear. The way to develop 
courage is not by being afraid, but by facing the thing 
that causes fear and overcoming it. 

Supposing a boy is afraid to swim in water over his 
head. Now it isn’t that he can’t swim. As a matter of 
fact he can and does swim well in water not beyond his 
depth. He has no fear then. The reason being that he 
knows he can touch bottom any time he wants to. But 
he’s afraid of deep water. Why? Because he knows 
that he can’t touch bottom. It isn’t because he can’t 
swim. What that boy needs is confidence, and con- 
fidence in himself will beget courage. 

Confidence then is the secret of courage. Once you 


make up your mind that you can do a thing half the 
battle is won. 
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The other half of courage is knowing that you can 
do the thing you set your mind to. That is called con- 
viction. So, to develop courage you must have con- 
fidence and conviction. Three important C’s in life if 
you want to get anywhere.—Confidence, Conviction and 
Courage. 

_Remember that there is more to courage than just 
Saying you are going to do a thing. Jesus set forth in 
His mission with the cross before Him, but He faced 
it with self-confidence and God-inspired conviction that 
what He was doing was the only and right thing to be 
doing. 
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BOOK REVIEW—THE FLYING BOAT 
Acts 16:14, 15 


Chapter I—Distress Signals 

Joe Taggart, a missionary from Mexico, is on a 
day’s hike across the Arizona desert to the town of 
Coolidge to meet his friend, Paul Warren, when he 
comes upon a strange sight. An old car, a green parrot 
and a black-eyed Mexican girl, named Rosario, become 
the center of his interest. He is in need of water, the old 
car of an inner tube. Rosario supplies him with a drink, 
and he buys a tube from a passing truckman. This 
happy turn of events makes them both pleased. Intro- 
ductions follow, including who the parrot is. Rosario, 
like Joe, reveals herself as a missionary. The car she 
calls “the flying boat’, and the green parrot’s name is 
“Lindy”. Together the four of them ride toward Cool- 
idge to Rosario’s home. 


Cahpter II—Everybody’s Friend 

In Coolidge Joe meets Rosario’s family, who live 
on a side street in a two-room shack in the Mexican 
quarter. Joe tells about his work in Mexico, while 
Rosario goes for Joe’s friend, Paul Warren. On her 
return from the errand she makes Joe promise to preach 
to her people that night, then she sets forth again in 
company with her two American friends to visit homes 
of burlap, of canvas, and of tin, to tell her people 
about the meeting her new found friend was to address; 
also to read a letter for a Mr. Diaz, to see why Mrs. 
Rendon’s baby is crying, to glue the broken head of a 
doll, and to minister to all who called upon her assist- 
ance in many needs. After a busy afternoon Rosario 
takes her friends to the home of a Mrs. White, and the 
chapter closes with the following conversation :— 

“Rosario”, said Joe, “tell me what to expect tonight. 
What do you do in your services?” 

Again Rosario put her finger on the book to mark 
the place as she looked up and said: 

“We sing some hymns, and I read the Bible to them, 
and then I preach.” 

“You preach?” 

“Oh, I guess I don’t preach. The people think that 
I preach. All I do is just tell them about the love of 
the Lord Jesus.” 


Chapter III—A Question About Rosario 
After the service in Rosario’s church, Paul Warren 
and Joe Taggart return to the hotel to spend the night. 
They talk about their work and lay plans for the follow- 
ing day’s visit to some of the stations in Paul’s mission. 


Page Twenty-nine 


The conversation is finally swung around to the point 
uppermost in Joe’s mind, namely: ‘Who is Rosario and 
her parents?” And where did they come from?’ Paul 
explains that Rosario is Mexican, while her parents are 
more Indian than she is. 

“Precisely”, said Joe. “And the thing that has been 
puzzling me since I met that family, is how Mr. and 
Mrs. Cruz could ever have a daughter like Rosario.” 


Paul tells his friend how Rosario was found by a 
Bible woman in Superior; how she was invited to come 
with her group of smaller boys and girls to the vacation 
Bible school; and how, within a few days, Rosario, in- 
stead of being a pupil, became a teacher. 

Paul then explains how the Cruz family was forced 
to move from Superior to Coolidge on account of the 
depression. At this point the two friends retire for the 
night. 

As soon as breakfast was over in the morning, Joe 
and Paul made their way back to the Cruz family. 
Rosario had already left for school. The two mission- 
aries found Mrs. Cruz cleaning the parrot’s cage. Her 
back was toward the door, and she did not see them as 
they came up. 

“Cursed parrot!” she exclaimed. “Were it not for 
Rosario, I would have killed you long ago! But I 
wanted her, and I had to take you too, to get her!” 


That outburst was the key to Joe’s question, “Who 
is Rosario?” And it didn’t take him long after that to 
get the truth about Rosario from Mrs. Cruz. By a 
series of clever questions Mrs. Cruz was forced to admit 
that she and her husband were not the girl’s parents. 


Chapter IV—Rosario’s Story 

This chapter tells the story of Rosario. Briefly it 
is this. A young man, Captain Escobedo, and a young 
lady, Linda, the mayor’s daughter, loved each other. 
Linda’s father did not like the Captain because he was 
a revolutionist and a Protestant. He told his daughter 
that he would kill her suitor, and that he would send 
her to a convent, if they insisted on meeting each other. 


Mrs. Cruz washed clothes for the mayor's family. 
The Captain and his sweetheart passed notes back and 
forth to each other in Linda’s apron pockets. By this 
method they set plans to elope. 

They were married. The mayor was very angry. 
He published to all the town that Linda was no longer 
his daughter. Then came the revolution. The Captain 
rode away with his soldiers. 

A few months went by and Linda appeared at the 
home of Mrs. Cruz. That night little Rosario was born, 
Later Linda returned to her home, leaving her baby 
with Mrs. Cruz. 

A series of events occur at this point, which Mrs. 
Cruz meets with lies in order to gain possession of 
Rosario for herself. Rosario’s mother enters a convent 
and in two years’ time dies of a broken heart. Captain 
Escobedo is informed by Mrs. Cruz that Rosario had 
been born dead. 

Before the chapter closes Rosario is brought out of 
school and told the true story about herself. When it 
was finished, Rosario looked off to the line where the 
broad plain met the blue sky. 

“Always,” she said slowly, “I have had dreams of 
something like this. Always it has seemed to me I have 
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been coming and going; going to a land that Papa and 
Mama knew nothing about, and then coming back to be 
with them. I forgive you, Mamacita,” she said, as she 
put her arms around her foster mother, and kissed her. 
“But now I must go and find my father. No matter 
where he is, I shall hunt until I find him.” 


Chapter V—A Visit to Hermosillo 

After a week’s visit with his friend, Paul Warren, 
Joe Taggart went to Los Angeles to meet a war buddy 
named Harry Swinton. They had flown together in 
France, and when they parted in New York, they 
thought that they should be seeing each other at least 
This was to be their first re-union. They 
meet at Harry’s home. Joe’s friend is a successful doc- 
tor and recently bought a new monoplane. Joe tells 
Harry all about Rosario, mentioning his hope of finding 
the Captain father. Whereupon Harry suggests that 
they knock off from work long enough to try to locate 
him. They set out, arriving at Hermosillo, Mexico, 
where they meet a man who was personally acquainted 
with Captain Escobedo and who knew where he was at 


every year. 
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the moment. He had gone into the Yaqui country to 
seek the treasure of the Montezumas. 


Chapter VI—Off For the Yaqui Country 
A chapter of interesting and exciting experiences. 
Their search leads them far into Yaqui territory. Harry 
operates on the chief’s son. He recovers and the chief 
rewards them with the information that the Captain 
with two companions had passed through his village a_ 
year before. 


Chapter VII—Where Is Captain Escobedo? 

They leave the village and go deeper into the moun- 
tains in search of the captain. Other exciting incidents 
develop, but nothing comes of the hunt, so they return 
home. 

Succeeding Chapters 

Above we've briefly reviewed seven chapters, with 
thirteen still untouched. Space will not allow for fur- 
ther review. May what has been said when your appe- 
tites to make purchase of the book and read it. You'll 
find it easy and delightful reading. 
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THE JANUARY JUNIOR TOPICS 


The Junior Topics begin a study of ‘How We Got 
Our Bible”, and the story of its growth and preserva- 
tion down through the ages should lead the Juniors to 
appreciate the Bible, and value it more. 

Use with these Topics for January the Junior Topics 
Booklet, “How Our Bible Was Written’. 

Plan to make a Scrap Book during the study, and 
at the close have a public meeting with an exhibit of all 
material used and a program based on the things learned. 


January 5, 1936 


THE BEGINNINGS OF OUR BIBLE 
John 1:1 
(By Austin Howard) 


Aim: to arouse in the Juniors a desire to know how we got our 
Bible: to help them realize that it as a book grew through the 
_ages; and that it contains the story of people seeking for God 

Scripture: The Beginnings of the Bible—Exodus 24:12; 34:27; 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9; 31:8-14 

Memory Verse: “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life’-—John 5:39 


Outline: The Beginnings of Our Bible: 

God’s Inspired Word 

“Tn the Beginning Was The Word” 

A Sacred Book 

The Story of God’s People 

The Story of Salvation 

Stories Handed Down from Mouth to Mouth 
Possible Procedure: Worship (arranged by Juniors); Topic (as 


given here); Additional material (as given in Topics Booklet) ; 
Expression (recording the beginnings of the Bible as learned in 
a scrap book). 


The Topic 

The story of how we received our Bible from the 
time of its very beginning, down through the ages, until 
today, when we enjoy the priceless blessing of a Bible 
that all may own and understand, is one of the greatest 
stories in the history of books. 

The word, Bible, means book—The Book. It needs 
no title as other books do. It needs no special label. 
Everyone recognizes a Bible at once, and knows in a 
general way what its story is about. 

It is a record of the most important events in the 
life of the races since the beginning of time. This 
record was most accurately kept by the Jewish people, 
and so the O!d Testament is largely a Jewish record, 


But the Bible belongs to every race. It contains a 
record of the world as it existed at the time the Bible 
was written. The story of the creation and of the great 
flood, for instance, is found in every language. 


The Bible begins with the creation of the world 
and of men. It continues with the record of man’s first 
disobedience and his punishment by God; of his efforts 
to atone for his sin; of his many failures and of his 
efforts to live in a hostile world; until finally, in the 
New Testament, Jesus comes to redeem man and re- 
store his lost heritage of eternal life. It is in short the 
story of God’s plan to save the world. 

The Bible existed of course from the beginning. 
John 1:1 tells us this (reads verse). It it was not in 
the form in which we know the Bible. 

At first the record was an oral one. God spoke to 
inspired men and they taught the people. By word of 
mouth God’s truths were passed from one to another. 


Then came written records. To be saved from be- 
ing lost or forgotten these truths had in some way to be 
preserved. But in those days there were no printing 
presses, and we will find out the long and hard work 
which had to be done in order to have these written 
records of God’s Word. 

The first five books, called the Pentateuch, were 
written under the direction of Moses, and are shown as 
the books of Moses. The first book deals with the be- 
ginnings of the world, therefore it is called Genesis (be- 
ginning). The second tells us of the coming out of 
Egypt of the Children of Israel, therefore it is called 
Exodus (a going out). The third deals with matters of 
religious law or priesthood and is named Leviticus. The 
fourth is a record of the tribes of Israel, therefore 
called Numbers. And the fifth deals with the law of the 
people as well as religious law—this book is Deuter- 
onomy. 

The most important and briefest laws were given to 
Moses and carved upon stone. These were the Ten 
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Commandments. They cover all the laws needed for 
living a good Christian life. They were carved in stone, 
in order to be lasting, and were kept in the Ark of the 
Covenant. 

The rest of the Pentateuch was written on scrolls 
of parchment and was carefully kept by the priests. 
Upon great occasions when the people were gathered 
together to worship God, the books or scrolls were read. 
This .did not happen often, perhaps once a year, per- 
haps once a generation, if the people had fallen into 
idolatry. We shall learn more about tablets and scrolls. 

Some say that the Pentateuch was preserved for 
eight hundred years after Moses and then lost or burned, 
when the temple was destroyed. It was restored from 
copies carried away by Jewish exiles. In chapter eight 
of Nehemiah an account is given of the reading of the 
law upon the return of the exiles from Babylon. 

How fortunate are we today that we can possess a 
Bible of our own and not only read it but understand 
its messages! 
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TABLETS AND SCROLLS 


Exodus 24:12 
(By Austin Howard) 


Aim: To have the Juniors show a growing appreciation of the labor 
which was inyolved in preserving the Bible; to have them realize 
_that if the Bible is to be of use to us we must use it 

Scripture: II Kings 22:1-13; 23:1-3, 21, 22 

Memory Verse: ‘Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path.’’—Psalm 119:105 

Outline: Scrolls and Tablets: 


Tablets of Stone 
Hieroglyphics 
Scrolls 

Skins 

Papyrus 


Possible Procedure: Worship (arranged by Juniors); Topic (as 
given here); Additional material (as given in Topics Booklet) ; 
Expression (recording of some facts known entered in scrap 


book) 

The Topic 

In the early days, most people were handicapped 
in the matter of keeping records. They had to carve 
any stories they wished to preserve in some way on 
stone or wood, or other material, so they would not be 
lost. It had either to be carved in stone, Rosetti stone, 
which was heavy and cumbersome, or it had to be 
moulded in brick, which was the way the Assyrians pre- 
served their lore, and this likewise was heavy and un- 
wieldy. 

Many of these old tablets and bricks have been 
unearthed in recent years from the ruins of ancient 
cities, and the pictures and characters carved on them 
tell us stories which help thinkers and students a great 
deal in proving that the stories of the Bible are true. 

The Jews and Greeks wrote on parchment or skins, 
which were easily carried and kept. Doubtless Jesus 
when He went up to the Temple found the doctors or 
teachers there with scrolls in their hands, from which 
they explained the Scriptures. 

The original manuscripts of the sixty-six books of 
the Bible were written during a period of about sixteen 
hundred years. The Old Testament was written in 
Hebrew and the New Testament in Greek. These origi- 
nal manuscripts were written by inspired men of God 
on skins and papyrus. 

Of these original manuscripts, not a single one is 
now in existence, and has not been for hundreds of 
years. But when the originals were lost or destroyed, 
copies had been made, and from these copies and from 
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translations of these copies from the Hebrew, Syriac, 
Greek, Latin and Anglo-Saxon languages, into our lan- 
guage, we derive our Bible of today. 

The lives of the early inspired writers of the Bible 
were filled with danger, adventure, romance, such as is 
to be found nowhere else. Many of the writers were 
telling of their own experience, and how under God’s 
great plan they were being used of Him to do His work. 


Read of Moses, threatened with death as an infant, 
saved by a princess, so that instead of growing up as a 
Jewish subject, perhaps a slave, of the Egyptians, he 
was trained as a prince. Thus was he prepared to write 
and keep a record of his people. Later he led his people 
out of Egypt. What daring and adventure is packed 
into that statement! He guided them through plague, 
famine, desert, hostile tribes; led them when they mur- 
mured against him; brought them back when they 
strayed away from God; scolded them for their wrong 
doings; prayed to God to forgive them; saved them from 
the consequences of their own acts; and finally brought 
them to the entrance of the promised land. 


Turn to the book of Samuel, I Samuel 16, and read 
the story of David’s life, how a shepherd boy played 
before the king on a harp, how his life was endangered 
many times, how he did much to help his people. Then 
turn to the psalms of David and see how lovely they are. 

Read of Daniel and those prophets who risked their 
lives to tell a king the truth or to tell him of his sins, 
or to worship God. 

All of these accounts were written by hand upon 
parchment, and carefully guarded and kept in the face 
of hardship and exile, and, worse yet, even through 
years of the indifference of the people when they had 
turned aside to idolatry. When a scroll became worn 
with use and was replaced by a new one, the old one 
was buried or destroyed, that it might not be profaned 
by coming into the hands of the Gentiles. 

(Some of this material is to be found in condensed 
form in the little pamphlet called “How the Bible Came 
Down Through The Ages”, by Rev. W. W. White, D.D.). 
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A SONG BOOK 
Psalm 95:1, 2 
(By Austin Howard) 
Aim: To have the Juniors appreciate hymns, to give them an under- 
standing of the Psalms; to have them realize that the Bible was 
a part of the Hebrew people’s life, and that they turned to it 
for comfort and help; a recognition of the fact that the Bible 
is a help in the lives of the boys and girls of today 


Scripture: Psalms 122, 104, 118, 24 
Memory Verse: Psalm 24 
Outline: A Song Book: 


How The Hebrews Used the Psalms 
The Psalms as we study them 
Our Hymn Books today 


Possible Procedure: Worship (arranged by the Juniors); Topic (as 
given here); Additional material (as given in the Topics Book- 
let); Expression (recording of some facts known entered in 
Psalm Book; writing of a Psalm and illustrating with picture) 


The Topic 

When the tribes came together to worship, there 
was need for song to give praise to God, just as we 
need song today. One of the earliest recorded songs is 
that of Moses—Exodus 15, a song of thanksgiving after 
crossing the Red Sea. The Nineteenth Psalm was also 
written by Moses. 

The greatest collection of songs anywhere is the 
Book of Psalms. David as a young man played upon a 
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harp and sang before the king. He collected many of 
the Psalms of his day and composed a great many him- 
self for he was a poet as well as a musician. 

The Psalms tell us of all the feelings which men 
have and therefore if we want to express our feelings in 
song the Psalms give us material: Praise, 150; Thanks- 
giving, 118; Joy, 95; Faith, 121; Penitence, 69; Prayer, 
141, 143; Consolation and Trust, 23. These songs are 
just as alive and fitting today as they were in old. If 
there be need to express oneself in song, turn to the 


Psalms. Some of our loveliest anthems today are ar- 


rangements of the Psalms. 

A poet may profitably study the Psalms as well as 
the musician. He will find lines of sheer beauty and 
grandeur—‘I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, whence 
cometh my help”. “O, give thanks unto the Lord, for 
he is good; for his mercy endureth forever”. 

How apt are the words in these quotations! The 
mental picture which they create, how vivid! Few poets 
have written finer, and no poet has ever equaled the 
twenty-third Psalm. Read it aloud or recite it. Hear 
the smooth, even, peaceful rhythm; try to see the word 
pictures; consider the wealth of meaning in the brief 
six verses—sermons have been preached on each verse; 
finally store it away in the mind and it will grow more 
lovely at each recollection. 

We put down the book of Psalms and with the echo 
of their music still in our ears we say with David: ‘‘Let 
the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, 
be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my strength and 
my Redeemer”. Psalm 19:14. 
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OVER THE MEXICAN BORDER 


Materials: The Book: Over the Mexican Border by Margaret Lor- 
ing Thomas. Price, paper, 75 rents; cloth, $1.00 
For other Helps, see previous issues of the Review 


Life and Labor 


References: Over the Mexican Border, Unit III, pages 63 to 90. 
Handbook of Information on Mexico, page 4 and page 10 
Preparation: As has been noted in previous programs, the material 
provided in this unit is more than could be used in one session; 
the leader will read through the whole unit to choose the parts 
best suited to the group. Plan to use Test C, page 10, in the 
Handbook. Assign to several Juniors in advance the preparation 

of facts to be relayed to the group on the following subjects: 
How Mexicans Make a Living, Handbook, page 4 


Pottery, “Over the Mexican Border’, page 77 
Weaving—page 77 

Toys—page 80 

Money—page 82 

Oil—page 83 

Mexico’s “green gold”—page 84 

Chewing gum—page 84 

Red dye—page 84 

Labor conditions—pages 85-87 


Pre-Session: Let the early comers work on any projects they may 
have begun, or plan weaving or pottery-making as suggested 


on pages 65, 66, ‘“‘“Over the Mexican Border’’ 


Program 


Discussion: Using Test C, page 10 of Handbook, to draw out 
ideas; also questions on page 74 of the course book 

Reports: By those who have prepared in advance the presentation 
of facts of various suggested subjects 

Story by Leader: “The Christmas Cornet” 

Conversation: Emphasize the responsibility we have to share with 
others what we have learned about Mexico, and any change in 
feeling towards Mexicans we may have experienced. Review 
information about the situation of the church and the mission- 
aries in Mexico , 

Worship: Hymn—‘America the Beautiful”, noting again parts of 
the hymn appropriate also to Mexico 
Bible Reading—Luke 16:19-31. The United States and some 
other countries have often acted like this rich man 
Prayer—By a Junior. See page 75 of course book 

After the Program: Continue handwork projects or dramatization. 
Talk about plans for a final program to be shared with friends 

For Next Time: Appoint a committee to prepare to report upon 
the new “schools of action” in Mexico as described on pages 103 
to 107 of course book. To make this subject more real, order 
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from the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington, L the pamphlet, “The House of, the 

: People’ by Katherine M. Cook, price 10 cents. Note the illus- 
trations of this booklet which may be copied by the Juniors; 
the description of school buildings and equipment, pages 12 to 
14; a night school for adults, page 18; school of painting, page 
67. The whole book is well worth reading by the leader 


(Prepared under the direction of the Light Brigade 
Department, Women’s Missionary Society) 


PROGRAMS FOR THE LITTLE LEAGUERS 


(Prepared by Miss Esther Bechtold) 

A new series of programs for the little folks under eight will 
appear each month in the Review during 1936. 

The stories for January are based on the book, “The Three 
Camels,” one of the Little Leaguers Reading Course. 

Prayer: For the children who do not know about Jesus. 

This whole meeting should be a natural procedure, after we 
have talked about the birthday of Jesus which we have just 
celebrated. 


January 5, 1936—THE tHREE CAMELS 


These topics are to introduce the boys and girls to a new 
group of children, those who are their dark skinned brothers and 
sisters in India. i ) 

After singing the hymn, ‘Little Boys, Little Girls’? (Children’s 
Hymnal, Number 76) it might be a good idea to take a trip to 
this country, where many of the children do not know about Jesus. 

A trip must be visualized for these little ones. Show a picture 
of a train to get everybody to New York, then a picture of a boat 
to cross the ocean, and pictures of India itself to make them 
understand a little of the country. Chairs may be arranged to 
represent train and boat, and the whole trip ‘played out.” 

Activity: Pictures of a boat cut and drawn and pasted in a 
notebook which is cut camel-shaped. (Prepared by the leader.) 

Tell the children of our boys and girls in the Little Leaguers 
groups in India, and how our work and stories will be about them 
this month. 


January 12, 1936—THE THREE CAMELS 


‘ Hymn: “We Thank Thee, Heavenly Father,’ Children’s Hym- 
nal, 104. 
: Memory Verse: Love one another. 
Scripture: Matthew 7:11 . 
Story of Sita and Susie buying their camels from textbook. 
Activity: Pasting of pictures of India in notebooks, 


January 19, 1936 


Hymn: “Jesus Loves Me.” 
Prayer: 
I think of little children 
Just as big as me 
Very, very far away 
Across the shining sea. 
Won’t you send your love to them, 
How I wish you would! 
May I take it to them 
Now in this prayer? 
Heavenly Father, bless them 
Away over there. Amen. 
Picture of the wise men following the star on a transparency 
or a panel poster. 
Story of the white girl and Sita playing together from textbook. 
Hymn: “The World Children For Jesus’’ (2 cents from Women’s 
Missionary Society, 723 Muhlenberg Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa.) 
Activity: Drawing of the wise men following the star. 


January 26, 1936 


Hymn: “Little Children, Can You Tell,” Common Service Book. 

Verse: Be ye kind one to another. 

Story: The three girls playing together. The reunion of the 
camels, from textbook. The Story of the Three Wise Men told to 
the Indian children. (Let the little ones act this out.) 

Review—the story of the baby Jesus. 

Offering: giving of our gifts with a special prayer. 


_ Activity: Complete book with any special activity the leader 
might choose. One cent size pictures of the Baby Jesus would be 
appropriate. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN “The Friendly Church”’ 


Sixteenth and Jefferson Streets 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


“Always Filled With Youth’’ 


SERVICES 
10:00 A. M. 11:00 A. M. 
AR) 12. WE APU) 1S Wil 


Hundreds Fill the Auditorium 
Every Thursdav Night, 7:45 


BROADCASTS—WDAS 


Dr. Ross Stover 
Every Sunday Morning at 11:00 A. M. 
— eee 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


“A Good College for Men and Women” 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 


In the heart of “The Iodine Center of the Nation” 


Thorough courses leading to A.B. and B.S. degrees. 


Able faculty, adequate equipment, home-like atmosphere, 
well-balanced program of student activities, healthful climate. 


Very Moderate Expense 
For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 
DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 
Send For Literature and Particulars 


THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


Muhlenberg College Gettysburg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. : FOUNDED 1832 

A standard college of the highest grade enrolled with Oldest Lutheran College in America 
the Association of American Universities. A strong, scholarly 
faculty. Outstanding courses in the Bible. Superior classical, Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
scientific and philosophical courses. New equipment. New of Christian men who are vitally concerned th 
science building and library. The College with a representa- the building of character as the fundamental 
tive Lutheran chapel. thing in modern education. 

An academic department of the highest grade admitting 


to all institutions, Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


Send for catalogue and write for information to 


Harry A. Benfer - - - - - - - = Registrar For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 


HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


John A. W. Haas, D.D., LUD. - - - ~- President 


Susquehanna University Roanoke College 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 


_ @. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President FOUNDEDS 1653 

5 AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE ; SALEM, VIRGINIA 

treacin: i eart ennsylvania 

A pres a oe ar Su = Qualifications & LUTHERAN COLLEGE FOR MEN 

Trained at yates Outetending Graduate Schools FULLY ACCREDITED 
iritual Val Emphasized 
een ae — aaa ee: B.A. and B.S. Degrees Pre-Professional Courses 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees ) sibs 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music Superior Standards Unusual Comopolitanism 
For Catalogue write either Mountainous Location In Historic Virginia 

Emily E. beg eps George F. Dunkelberger, Rn Attractive Illustrated Booklet Sent Upon Request 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE HOW ABOUT A 
OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP 
ORGANIZE FOR THE YEAR? 


JUNIOR 1936 


Will be another big year 
in Luther League History 


INTERMEDIATE ENROLL EARLY 


12 to 16 Years 


9 to 12 Years 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


LUTHER LE AGUES Austin W. Howard, Chairman 


Send All Funds to 


For Complete Information, Write to THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 1228-1234 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 
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Muhlenberg Building, 1228-1234 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Penna. 


Order a Supply Now 


Luther League Emblem Seals” 


No order accepted for less than 
twenty-five cents. All prices post- 
paid. This amount may be made 
up of assorted sizes. Remittance 
must accompany order. Prompt 
Shipment. 


Number 1—Full Colors 


xa, ‘5—Full Colors. . e * 100 
No. ‘aot pet Blue = 


No. 6—Full Colors 
m0 OiBticd 100 


umber 8 
Plain Blue Color ; 
90 cents ‘per 700! 


Number 2—Full Colors... .....c.cccsseenstees $3.25 per 100 
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